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Atlas  introduce 
flash  new  packaging. 


Atlas  photoflash  cubes  and  bulbs  have  been 
given  a  new  'team  strip':  bright  and  noticeable  blue- 
and-white  packs. 

Result:  better  display  opportunity,  new  impetus 
for  sales. 

We've  boosted  each  product's  name  and  type 
with  a  distinctive  colour  coding  for  instant  recognition. 

Result:  easier  stock  control,  easier  handling 
of  sales. 

And  our  comprehensive  range  of  projector  lamps 
will  be  given  similar  treatment  too. 

Atlas  pre-packed  dispensers 
for  bulbs  and  cubes 

The  new  Atlas  Flash  Bulb  and  Flashcube  packs 
are  available  pre-packed  in  special  display  cartons. 


The  new  Magicube  packs  are  available  pre- 
packed in  the  popular  Atlas  gravity  feed  dispensers 
at  no  extra  cost.  Alternatively  you  can  get  new 
Magicube  packs  each  with  an  integral  header  card 
to  make  an  eye-catching  display  just  hanging  or 
standing  on  its  own. 

Either  way,  start  flashing  the  whole  range  of  new 
Atlas  Photoflash  packs  as  soon  as  possible.  Then 
stand  back  and  see  how  well  they  sell. 

See  your  rep.  or  contact  Thorn  Lighting,  Thorn 
House,  Upper  Saint  Martin's  Lane,  London  WC2H  9ED. 

Thorn  lighting 

Currently  the  most  effective 
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Nicholas 
Laboratories 
Limited 


PRICE  REVISIONS 

The  following  prices  are  effective  as  and  from  2nd  December,  1974. 


PRODUCT/SIZE 

Retail  Selling 
Price  (incl.  VAT) 

Standard  Wholesale 
Price  per  case 

Terms  4  Price 
(Best  Terms)  per  Case 

ASPRO  MICROFINED  8's 

24's 
60's 
I20's 

8p 
20p 
40  p 
66  p 

£1-881 
£3-45T 
£3-45 
£2-861 

£1-65 
£3-021 
£3  02 
£2-501 

ASPRO  JUNIOR 

I3p. 

£1-11 

£0-941 

ASPRO  EFFERVESCENT 

(London  TV  area  only — no  change) 

27ip 

£1-91 

£1-621 

RENNIE 

I2's 
25's 
50's 
100's 

8p 
I4p 
24  p 
38p 

£2-001 
£2-29 
£1-961 
£316 

£1-751 
£2-001 
£1-72 
£2-761 

RADOX  (all  3 
fragrances) 

Medium 
Large 

2lp 
32p 

£1-741 
£1-321 

£1-521 
£1-16 

LIQUID  RADOX 

(all  3  fragrances) 

39p 

£3  -29 

£2-791 

RADOX  FOOTSPRAY 

60  p 

£2-28 

£1-94 

SUPER  MATEY 

35p 

£2-931 

£2-491 

TRUGEL 

Standard 
Economy 

27p 
39p 

£2-00 
£1-521 

£1-70 
£1-291 

SAVETT 

Freshen-Up 
Clean-Up 
Toilet 
Intimate 

29p 
33p 
29p 
29p 

£2-411 
£2-75 
£2-4  |i 
£2-411 

£2-05 
£2-34 
£2-05 
£2-05 

ACCOLADE 

2  Dozen 
y  Dozen 

75  p 
75p 

£12-66 
£3-17 

£10-76 
£2-691 

FEMINAX 

35p 

£2-661 

£2-261 

KWELLS 

26  p 

£2-151 

£1-881 

INTER-DENS  Firm/Standard 

30p 

£2-221 

£[•89 

Nicholas  Laboratories  Limited, 
P.O.  Box  17,  Slough  SLI4AU.  Telephone:  Slough  23971 
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Animal  medicines 

As  C&D  went  to  press,  pharmaceutical  and  veterinary 
profession  representatives  were  due  to  be  meeting  the 
Medicines  Commission  to  discuss  the  distribution  of 
animal  medicines  (see  p  784).  That  such  a  meeting 
should  be  required  at  all  should  illustrate,  if  illustration 
be  necessary,  something  of  the  frustration  with  which 
pharmacy's  leadership  has  to  contend. 

It  is,  after  all,  only  just  over  a  year  since  the 
Commission  came  out  with  a  report  that  put  retail  sale 
of  certain  veterinary  medicines  firmly  under  pharma- 
ceutical control,  the  medicines  being  those  which  were 
considered  potentially  too  harmful  for  inclusion  in  the 
general  sale  list,  but  not  requiring  restriction  to 
veterinary  prescription  only.  The  Commission  proposed 
a  three-year  transition  period  for  the  distribution 
controls  to  be  augmented  and  several  of  the  larger 
merchants  advertised  for  pharmacist  staff  to  allow  them 
to  continue  supplying  these  medicines.  (That  they 
would  be  able  to  extend  their  service  to  their  farmer 
customers  by  such  appointments  surely  goes  without 
saying.) 

But  in  June  there  was  a  volte  face  (C&D,  July  13, 
p  64).  The  merchants  and  farmers'  lobby  (with  the 
support  of  the  pharmaceutical  industry)  convinced  the 
Medicines  Commission  that  the  three-year  transition 
period  should  become  a  permanency.  A  voluntary 
scheme  of  control  involving  manufacturers  and  suppliers 
is  proposed,  to  last  the  five  or  more  years  until 
legislation  is  enacted. 

Not  surprisingly,  the  pharmaceutical  and  veterinary 
professions  are  united  in  arguing  against  this  idea. 


Together  they  can  undoubtedly  do  all  that  is  necessary 
to  supply  the  farmers'  needs.  At  the  same  time  the 
pharmacist  can  provide  the  extra  element  of  professional 
control  and  advice  that  the  Medicines  Act  makes 
possible  in  the  supply  of  "intermediate"  category 
medicines.  Many  rural  area  pharmacists  have  taken 
steps  to  prepare  themselves  for  the  additional 
responsibilities  involved,  and  we  are  convinced  that 
farmers  would  find  the  system  worked  to  their 
advantage  —  as  those  who  already  have  the  benefit  of 
a  pharmaceutical  service  could  surely  testify. 

But  for  the  moment,  the  Society  again  has  a  fight  on 
its  hands  —  with  commercial  interests  providing  the 
same  triumphant  opposition  as  in  the  case  of  the 
general  sale  list  of  human  medicines.  And  once  again, 
it  is  the  "pharmaceutical"  industry  that  stands  aligned 
with  the  opposition  —  can  the  industry  really  be 
surprised  at  the  profession's  not-infrequent  hostility? 

Fight  in  the  open 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  Wednesday's  meeting  will 
have  pointed  the  Commission  in  the  right  direction 
again.  If  not,  the  Society  must  stop  acting  out  its  role 
behind  closed  doors  (Mr  Ferguson  admits  that  the 
"leak"  technique  used  by  others  to  effect  their  lobbies 
is  "not  the  Society's  practice")  and  call  upon  the 
profession  for  support.  The  NPU  has  found  the 
techniques  of  mass  correspondence  with  MP'S,  "open 
letters"  to  Ministers,  etc,  profitable  —  the  Society 
might  well  follow  similar  lines  if  the  "gentleman's 
approach"  means  always  being  on  the  losing  side. 


Post  Scripts 


Interactions  lucky  dip? 

Herbal  remedies  are  at  last  to  come  under 
the  scrutiny  of  a  Committee  on  Safety 
of  Medicines  subcommittee  (C&D, 
November  16,  p  686)  — ■  and  to  judge 
by  the  picture  (right)  it  is  not  before 
time.  The  illustration  is  of  drugs  and 
herbal  remedies  taken  into  Crumpsall 
Hospital,  Manchester  by  one  patient  on 
admission! 

Mr  L.  A.  Goldberg  MPS,  district  phar- 
maceutical officer  points  out  that  the 
patient  had  in  his  possession  both  drugs 
purchased  by  himself  and  drugs  prescribed 
by  his  general  practitioner.  "On  looking 
through  the  items  returned,  it  was  im- 
mediately noticeable  that  several  drug 
interactions  could  have  taken  place  — 
for  example,  the  patient  appeared  to  be 
taking  large  quantities  of  laxatives  and 
appeared  to  need  potassium  supplements. 
The  many  proprietary  vitamin  formula- 


tions, if  taken  concurrently,  would  cer- 
tainly have  given  rise  to  an  overdose  of 
vitamin  D.  The  patient  was  also  pre- 
scribed tetracycline  tablets  (not  shown 
clearly  on  the  photograph)  which  would 


have  interacted  with  either  Fe++  or 
Mg++  (present  in  the  antacids)  forming 
a  non-absorbable  complex. 


Picture  courtesy  medical 
ment,    Crumpsall  Hospital. 


illustrations  depart- 


Some  sixty  different  drugs  taken  into  Crumpsall  Hospital,  Manchester,  by  a  single 
patient  when  he  was  admitted  recently.  There  were  about  2,800  tablets  and  capsules 
plus  a  variety  of  powders,  lotions,  creams  and  suppositories — with  herbal  remedies 
obtained  from  "health"  stores  featuring  prominently  in  the  collection.  All  the 
medicines  were  of  fairly  recent  origin. 
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Department  relents  on 
quinine  prices 


The  Department  of  Health  has  agreed 
that,  for  December  1974  prescriptions 
only,  because  of  the  present  difficulties 
chemist  contractors  are  experiencing  in 
obtaining  supplies  of  quinine  sulphate 
tablets  and  quinine  bisulphate  tablets, 
where  the  chemist  endorses  the  prescrip- 
tion form  indicating  that  he  had  to  pay 
a  price  in  excess  of  the  Drug  Tariff  price, 
his  endorsement  will  be  accepted. 
□  Our  Market  Editor  comments:  Fol- 
lowers of  the  Market  News  will  have  noted 
the  dramatic  rise  which  has  taken  place 
in  bulk  quinine  and  its  salts  over  the 
last  year.  In  a  time  when  demand  has 
been  increasing,  not  only  from  the  soft 
drinks  industry  but  from  a  renewed 
medical  interest  in  the  drug,  cinchona 
bark  has  been  very  scarce.  Such  bark 
as  there  has  been  on  offer  has  usually 
proved  to  be  of  low  alkaloidal  yield. 
Consequently  the  only  UK  manufacturer 
of  quinine  salts  has  been  unable  to  meet 
the  demand  and  is  currently  not  accept- 
ing orders  for  delivery  before  next 
March.  Imported  material,  when  avail- 
able, has  been  at  a  premium  over  the 
home  produced  hence  the  disparity  in 
cost  of  tablets  by  various  suppliers  in 
recent  months.  Although  the  Depart- 
ment's concession  is  at  present  to  last 
only  a  month,  the  market  sees  no  early 
improvement  in  the  supply  situation. 
Last  December  the  sulphate  could  be 
bought  at  £39  00kg,  today  the  price  is 
nominally  £90-0. 

Hypodermic  needles  substitution 

In  view  of  difficulties  reported  in  some 
areas  over  the  supply  of  the  Drug  Tariff 
Everett  hypodermic  needles  the  Depart- 
ment of  Health  has  agreed  that  where 
chemist  contractors  have  to  supply  the 
alternative  Rocket  hypodermic  needles. 
Prescription  Pricing  Authorities  will 
accept  the  chemist's endorsement  and 
certify  payment  for  the  needles  supplied. 

This  temporary  arrangement  will  be 
operative  for  December  1974  and  Janu- 
ary and  February  1975  prescriptions  and 
it  should  only  be  used  to  meet  an  emer- 
gency where  difficulty  is  being  experi- 
enced in  obtaining  supplies  of  Drug 
Tariff  needles.  Contractors  who  dispense 
Rocket  needles  should  endorse  the  pre- 
scription that  this  brand  has  been  sup- 
plied before  submitting  for  pricing. 

Combination  packs:  two 
script  charges  in  Scotland 

Prescriptions  for  combination  packs  of 
drugs  or  appliances  dispensed  in  Scot- 
land will  attract  separate  prescription 
charges  for  each  item  in  the  pack  from 
January  1,  1975. 
The   charge  is   to   bring  combination 


packs  into  line  with  the  provisions  of  the 
National  Health  Services  (Charges  for 
Drugs  and  Appliances)  (Scotland)  Regu- 
lations 1974,  which  require  that  a  charge 
should  be  made  in  respect  of  each  quan- 
tity of  a  drug  supplied.  In  the  case  of 
drugs  in  a  combined  pack,  each  formu- 
lation or  presentation  of  the  same 
or  different  drugs  will  carry  a  separate 
charge  of  £0-20.  but  variations  in  flavour 
are  not  regarded  as  being  different  for- 
mulations. A  memorandum  (No  1974 
Gen  89),  being  sent  to  Scottish  Health 
Boards  for  distribution  to  chemists,  lists 
the  packs  affected  and  the  number  of 
charges  payable.  [Separate  charges  are 
already  levied  in  England  and  Wales  for 
different  dosage  forms  in  combination 
packs.] 

Call  for  ban  on  purported 
exclusion  of  rights 

The  purported  exclusion  of  consumers' 
inalienable  rights  when  buying  goods 
should  be  prohibited,  according  to  the 
first  report  of  the  Consumer  Protection 
Advisory  Committee  published  Tuesday. 

The  Committee's  report,  "Rights  of 
Consumers"  (House  of  Commons  paper 
No  6,  HM  Stationery  Office,  £0-26),  en- 
dorses the  director  general  of  Fair  Tra- 
ding's view  on  the  banning  of  such  pur- 
ported exclusions.  However,  it  also  iden- 
tifies certain  problems  which  would  need 
further  consideration  in  the  preparation 
of  a  draft  order. 

Mr  Alan  Williams,  Minister  of  State 
for  Prices  and  Consumer  Protection,  has 
accepted  the  report's  conclusions  and 
intends  to  make  orders  giving  effect  to 
them  under  the  Fair  Trading  Act.  But 
because  the  procedure  was  new  and  the 
time  available  for  representations  had 
been  limited,  he  was  asking  for  trade  and 
consumer  comment  on  the  proposals 
before  inviting  Parliament  to  approve  an 
Order.  That  would  also  allow  traders 
more  time  to  amend  guarantee  and  other 
documents  which  would  be  affected. 

"Special  consideration  will  need  to  be 
given, to  notices  and  statements,  such  as 
'no  goods  exchanged,'  which  are  not  void 
in  law  but  may  seriously  mislead  the 
customer  as  to  his  rights,"  he  added. 

Warnings  on  analgesic  'ads' 

Advertisements  for  analgesics  in  Austra- 
lia would  have  to  carry  a  warning  state- 
ment under  controls  to  be  introduced  by 
Dr  Everingham,  the  Australian  Health 
Minister. 

The  Pharmacy  Guild  of  Australia's 
journal,  Contact,  reports  that  Dr 
Everingham  told  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Guild's  Federal  Council  that  the  state- 


ment would  be: —  "This  preparation  is  for 
relief  of  minor  and  temporary  ailments 
and  should  be  used  strictly  as  directed. 
Prolonged  use  without  medical  supervision 
could  be  harmful."  The  advertisements 
would  also  be  required  to  name  all  sub- 
stances contained  in  the  preparation,  a 
statement  of  indications  for  use,  thera- 
peutic dosage  regimen  and  mode  of  ad- 
ministration, and  information  about  the 
effectiveness  and  limitations  of  the  pre- 
paration. 

Dr  Everingham  said  the  public  had 
been  lulled  into  a  false  sense  of  security 
about  the  safety  of  minor  analgesics  be- 
cause of  "irresponsible"  advertising  of 
such  products  over  many  years  —  Austra- 
lian renal  failure  figures  associated  with 
abuse  of  analgesics  were  "among  the 
highest  in  the  world".  However  Dr 
Everingham  did  not  give  a  date  for  the 
introduction  of  the  new  controls. 

New  advice  on  age  of 
mixed  feeding 

H  J.  Heinz  Co  Ltd  are  to  change  the  age 
at  which  they  recommend  mixed  feeding 
in  their  booklet  "From  milk  to  mixed 
diet." 

Following  the  recent  Department  of 
Health  report  on  infant  feeding  (C&D, 
October  19,  p547)  they  are  to  suggest 
that  four  months  instead  of  three  months 
is  a  suitable  age  to  start  weaning.  The 
new  leaflets  should  be  available  in  Janu- 
ary, 1975. 

Reckitt  &  Colman  food  division  are 
considering  making  "firmer  recommenda- 
tions" in  their  leaflets  for  Robinsons  baby 
foods  that  mixed  feeding  should  not  start 
before  four  months. 

New  kidney  donor  card 

A  revised  kidney  donor  card  started  be- 
ing distributed  this  week.  In  all,  two 
million  of  the  new  cards  have  been 
printed,  and  they  make  provision  for 
the  written  agreement  of  the  donor's 
next-of-kin  for  the  first  time.  Pharmacies 
wishing  to  display  the  4£  x  5|in  cards 
can  obtain  supplies  from  their  family 
practitioner  committee. 


Eire  pharmacists 
to  withdraw  from 
Health  Service? 

Irish  pharmacists  have  voted  to  withdraw 
from  the  General  Medical  Services  dis- 
pensing scheme. 

At  the  Irish  Pharmaceutical  Union's 
annual  meeting,  members  present  author- 
ised, by  a  large  majority,  the  Union's 
national  executive  to  give  notice  to  the 
Minister  for  Health  and  the  health  boards 
of  their  intention  to  withdraw  their 
services.  It  was  left  to  the  executive  to 
decide  later  the  date  of  the  withdrawal. 
The  Minister  for  Health  recently  turned 
down  a  claim  by  the  Union  for  a  290 
per  cent  rise  in  the  GMS  dispensing  fee. 
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Cosmetics 
market  growth 
prospects 


The  cosmetics  and  toiletries  market  in 
Europe  represents  a  "growth  area  with 
immense  potential"  says  a  report  pub- 
lished recently  by  Frost  &  Sullivan  Inc. 

"Cosmetics  and  toiletries  market  in 
Europe"  is  a  detailed,  202-page  report  on 
the  European  market  from  a  purely  mark- 
eting point  of  view.  It  is  divided  into  10 
sections,  seven  concentrating  on  individual 
EEC  countries,  and  three  giving  an  execu- 
tive summary,  historical  background  and 
account  of  the  energy  crisis. 

The  report  states  that  1973  saw  a  50 
per  cent  increase  in  the  amount  spent  on 
cosmetics  and  toiletries  in  the  EEC  over 
1972:  total  expenditure  being  around 
£1,272  million  at  RSP.  Although  this 
"boom"  in  sales  has  slowed  down,  Frost 
&  Sullivan  forecast  a  volume  growth  of 
78.9  per  cent  at  manufacturing  level  over 
the  next  10  years  (in  spite  of  a  projected 
population  increase  in  the  EEC  countries 
of  only  6.25  per  cent  by  1980). 

The  report  analyses  and  forecasts  the 
market  potential  and  distribution  of  pro- 
duct groups  in  Belgium,  Luxembourg, 
Denmark,  France,  The  Netherlands,  Ger- 
many, Scandinavia,  Italy  and  the  UK. 
These  include  dental  products,  men's 
toiletries,  perfumes  and  toilet  waters,  hair 
preparations,  make-up,  treatment  creams 
and  lotions,  bath  additives  and  deodorants, 
and  toothpastes.  It  does  not  include  soaps, 
ointments  or  pharmaceutical  preparations. 

The  report  also  aims  to  "counsel"  mar- 
keting men  to  scale  their  operation  to 
"realistic"  levels.  Taking  as  its  premise, 
"In  the  next  five  years  virtually  the  whole 
of  Europe  will  become  a  'single'  market," 
it  states  that  those  manufacturers  who  do 
not  prepare  for  this  will  "lose  an  unre- 
peatable opportunity  of  increasing  pro- 
duction and  cutting  costs." 

The  report  contains  146  tables  and  illus- 
trations and  costs  £200  from  Frost  & 
Sullivan  Ltd,  110  Strand,  London. 

Pharmacists'  useful  role 
in  'pill'  distribution 

To  put  oral  contraceptives  on  the  general 
sales  list  would  have  many  disadvantages, 
writes  Dr  Judith  Senior  BPharm,  MPS, 
School  of  Studies  in  Pharmacology, 
University  of  Bradford,  in  last  week's 
The  Lancet. 

While  agreeing  that  these  drugs  should 
be  made  available  to  as  many  women  as 
possible,  she  feels  that  general  sale  would 
mean  that  valuable  records  of  efficacy 
and  side  effects  over  the  long-term  would 
not  be  available.  Women  also  needed 
advice  on  use  of  these  preparations. 

"Distribution  of  the  pill  through  the 


A  20-min  colour 
film  has  been 
prepared  by  ICI, 
emphasising  good 
hygiene  as  an 
essential  aspect 
of  babycare.  The 
largest  part  of  the 
film,  titled 
Babycare,  features 
mothers  and 
babies  attending 
the  Goose  Acre 
Clinic,  Welwyn 
Garden  City.  The 
chemist  is  also 
shown  as  a 
source  of  advice. 
Details  from  ICI 
Film  Library, 
Thames  House 
North,  Millbank, 
London  SW1. 


services  of  a  specially  trained  nurse  seems 
little  better  than  the  present  situation  in 
family-planning  clinics,"  she  continues. 
Pharmacists,  however,  could  contribute 
a  great  deal  by  being  readily  available 
experts  on  drugs  who  could  collate  any 
information  on  long  term  effects. 

Stopping  'pill'  for  limited 
time  'not  necessary' 

Half  a  sample  of  consultant  gynaecolo- 
gists said  they  would  advise  women  to 
stop  taking  oral  contraceptives  after  a 
certain  time  even  if  they  were  not  suffer- 
ing any  side  effects.  A  quarter  recom- 
mended a  break  after  less  than  three 
years. 

This  information  is  given  in  "consul- 
tant gynaecologists  and  birth  control," 
the  report  of  a  study  financed  by  the 
Department  of  Health  and  published  by 
the  Birth  Control  Trust,  27  Mortimer 
Street,  London  W1A  4QW  (£0-30).  Over 
300  consultants  took  part. 

Most  consultants  who  advised  stopping 
the  drugs  recommended  a  break  of  six 
months  or  less.  The  authors  say  the 
findings  indicated  a  high  level  of  caution 
compared  with  conclusions  reached  by 
the  International  Planned  Parenthood 
Federation  that  there  was  no  need  to 


limit  the  length  of  time  for  which  oral 
contraceptives  could  be  used. 

"If  consultants  were  acting  out  of  a 
concern  over  possible  long-term  effects  — 
which  cannot  yet  be  fully  evaluated  — 
the  most  rational  step  would  probably  be 
to  advise  women  to  stop  taking  the  pill 
altogether,"  says  the  report.  Giving 
advice  to  stop  for  limited  short  periods 
was  action  based  more  on  anxieties  about 
the  drugs  than  on  any  known  evidence 
that  it  was  helpful. 

□  The  Medical  Research  Council's  repro- 
ductive biology  unit  in  Edinburgh  is 
hoping  to  carry  out  a  trial  to  see  if  taking 
oral  contraceptives  continuously  has  any 
adverse  effects. 

Dr  Roger  Short,  director  of  the  unit, 
believes  that  excessive  menstruation  may 
be  a  contributory  factor  in  cancer  of  the 
reproductive  system  and  anaemia  in 
women  suffering  from  malnutrition.  He 
has  calculated  that  women  today  have 
over  400  natural  cycles  compared  with 
less  than  100  in  previous  centuries.  He 
believes  that  reducing  withdrawal  bleed- 
ing to  four  times  a  year  in  women  tak- 
ing the  "pill"  could  be  beneficial. 

Organon  Laboratories  Ltd  are  supply- 
ing a  Minilyn  formulation  in  a  three 
month  continuous  dose  pack  of  28  tablets 
per  month  for  use  in  the  trial.  The  pack 
is  not  yet  available  for  general  sale. 


Call  for  more  supervision  of  domestic  pesticides 


There  should  be  closer  supervision  of 
pesticides  used  in  the  home  says  a  report 
published  last  week  by  the  Department  of 
the  Environment.* 

No  widespread  abuse  of  pesticides  in 
non-agricultural  situations  was  found,  but 
the  authors  recommend  that  all  pesticides 
for  domestic  use  should  in  future  be  sub- 
ject to  the  same  controls  as  pesticides 
used  in  agriculture,  food  storage  and 
related  areas  which  are  at  present  super- 
vised under  the  Pesticides  Safety  Precau- 
tions Scheme.  Reasons  given  for  these 
recommendations  were  that  anomalies 
existed  in  the  present  system  of  control, 
purchasers  had  no  readily  identifiable 
source  of  advice  on  their  safe  use. 

Products  containing  aldrin,  dieldrin  and 
DDT  should  no  longer  be  manufactured 
for  sale  to  the  general  public  but  stocks 
were    still    held    by    retailers,    says  the 


report.  More  care  should  be  taken  over 
labelling  of  pesticides  for  domestic  use 
and  labels  should  incude  common  names 
and  concentrations  of  active  ingredients, 
the  amount  of  product  in  the  pack,  in- 
structions for  use,  warning  of  potential 
hazards,  advice  on  disposal  of  the  con- 
tainer and  the  name  and  address  of  the 
manufacturer  or  distributor.  Aerosol 
packs,  if  not  clearly  labelled,  could  be 
mistaken  for  products  applied  directly  to 
the  body,  but  those  pesticides  cleared  by 
the  PSPS  were  assessed  for  such  hazards. 

Mr  Denis  Howell,  Minister  of  State  for 
the  Environment,  said  last  week  that  the 
Government  accepted  these  recommenda- 
tions and  would  be  consulting  interested 
organisations  about  implementing  them. 

*("The  non-agricultural  uses  of  pesti- 
cides in  Great  Britain,"  HM  Stationery 
Office,  £0  65.) 
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Animal  medicines:  new  bid 
for  pharmacist  control 


A  meeting  with  the  Medicines  Commis- 
sion has  been  arranged  to  discuss  the 
distribution  of  animal  medicines.  It  fol- 
lows pressure  from  the  Society  arising 
from  the  reported  decision  of  the  Com- 
mittee that  after  representations  from  a 
deputation  comprising  organisations  repre- 
senting farmers,  merchants  and  manufac- 
turers, the  Commission  had  accepted  a 
case  existed  for  the  permanent  exemption 
from  the  need  for  sales  of  medicines  "on 
the  special  list"  to  be  made  under  the 
supervision  of  a  pharmacist. 

This  information  was  given  by  Mr  John 
Ferguson  at  the  London  meeting  of  the 
Agricultural  and  Veterinary  Pharmacy 
group  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  on 
November  23. 

He  pointed  out  that  during  November, 
1973,  the  Council  was  aware  of  comment 
in  the  farming  Press  "probably  based  on 
deliberately  stimulated  misunderstand- 
ings," suggesting  that  if  the  Medicines 
Commission's  proposals  were  implemented, 
farmers  would  have  to  travel  many  miles 
to  the  nearest  small  pharmacy  to  obtain 
supplies  of  essential  medicines.  "This 
would  lead  to  serious  inconvenience  and 
increased  cost." 

The  Society  wrote  to  the  MAFF  and 
the  farming  publications  concerned  point- 
ing out  that  the  Medicines  Commission's 
proposals  had  been  specifically  framed  to 
ensure  that  all  concerned  would  have  a 
three-year  interim  period  to  make  the 
necessary  adjustments  so  that  at  the  end 
of  the  period  no  inconvenience  would  be 
experienced  by  farmers  in  obtaining  sup- 
plies of  the  medicines  concerned.  Two 
main  developments  were  likely  to  take 
place.  First,  the  proprietors  of  existing 
pharmacies  in  rural  areas  would  expand 
their  businesses,  and  if  necessary  their 
delivery  services  and,  secondly,  the  larger 
agricultural  merchants  and  farmers'  co- 
operatives who  did  not  already  employ 
pharmacists  would  reorganise  their  busi- 
nesses so  that  the  necessary  pharmacist 
supervision  would  be  provided  at  the  end 
of  the  interim  period.  Some  farmers'  co- 
operatives already  employed  a  number  of 
pharmacists  and  the  publication  of  the 
Commission's  new  proposals  had  led  to  a 
few  advertisements  for  pharmacists  from 
agricultural  merchanting  organisations. 

One-sided  conclusion 

There  was  then  an  uneasy  silence  until 
last  June  when  the  distribution  question 
was  reopened  in  two  letters  received  from 
the  Ministry.  The  first  dealt  with  the 
latest  tentative  proposals  of  the  Commis- 
sion relating  to  animal  medicines  on  the 
"special  list"  and  the  second  with  the 
supply  of  restricted  medicinal  substances 
to  commercial  feed  compounders. 


So  far  as  the  "special  list"  was  con- 
cerned, the  Ministry  stated  that  the  Com- 
mission had  "heard  oral  representations 
from  a  deputation  comprising  a  number 
of  major  organisations  representing  far- 
mers, merchants  and  manufacturers."  The 
letter  went  on  "The  Commission  have 
accepted  that  a  case  exists  for  making  the 
exemption  permanent,  providing  that  ade- 
quate controls  and  sanctions  can  be  im- 
posed." Mr  Ferguson  said  it  was  "remark- 
able that  a  statutory  body  like  the  Com- 
mission could  reach  such  a  conclusion 
after  apparently  hearing  only  one  side  of 
the  argument."  He  added  "the  document 
gave  the  impression  that  in  5,000  distribu- 
tion outlets  owned  by  merchants,  all  of 
which  are  apparently  vital  for  the  con- 
tinuation of  a  distribution  service  for  this 
limited  range  of  animal  medicines,  the 
premises  are  packed  not  only  with  sophis- 
ticated equipment  but  also  with  highly 
educated  and  trained  staff.  In  the  few 
places  where  pharmacists  handle  animal 
health  products  no  one  seems  to  know 
very  much  about  the  products  and,  of 
course,  the  premises  are  cramped  little 
places  located  deliberately  in  such  a  way 
that  they  are  extremely  difficult  for  far- 
mers to  reach."  He  was  surprised  that  the 
ABPI  should  have  been  associated  with 
such  a  document  however  much  their 
members  quite  understandably  may  have 
wished  to  keep  the  largest  possible  number 
of  distribution  outlets  for  their  animal 
medicines. 

Voluntary  scheme  proposed 

A  meeting  was  convened  by  the  Mini- 
stry on  September  26  not  to  discuss  the 
merits  of  the  Commission's  new  tentative 
proposals  but  to  consider  how  they  might 
be  put  into  effect  by  voluntary  co-opera- 
tion of  manufacturers,  merchants  and 
others,  until  new  primary  legislation  could 
be  enacted — something  which  might  take 
five  years  or  more  on  the  admission  of 
the  Ministry  officials.  At  the  meeting  it 
was  announced  that  the  Medicines  Com- 
mission had  agreed  to  meet  representa- 
tives of  the  Society  on  December  4. 

The  Society's  representatives  were  to  be 
accompanied  not  only  by  colleagues  from 
Northern  Ireland  but  also  by  representa- 
tives of  the  Royal  College  of  Veterinary 
Surgeons  and  the  British  Veterinary  Asso- 
ciation. Meetings  between  the  two  profes- 
sions have  illustrated  very  clearly  the 
unity  of  pharmacists  and  veterinarians  in 
opposing  absolutely  the  new  proposals  of 
the  Medicines  Commission. 

At  the  December  4  meeting  with 
the  Commission  they  would  also  deal 
with  the  second  and  separate  question 
of  the  supply  of  restricted  medicinal  sub- 
stances to  feed  compounders  for  incor- 


poration in  animal  feeds.  Mr  Ferguson 
said  this  question  could  be  subdivided 
into  the  group  of  substances  which  could 
only  be  added  to  feeds  against  a  prescrip- 
tion written  by  a  veterinarian  on  the  one 
hand,  and  the  group  of  the  substances  added 
to  large  quantities  of  animal  feeds  where 
it  would  present  extremely  difficult  practical 
problems  if  commercial  feed  compounders 
could  not  buy  them  direct  from  manufact- 
urers. "Provided  we  can  be  satisfied  on 
the  extent  of  any  special  arrangements 
and  that  adequate  controls  can  be  applied, 
we  can,  I  am  sure,  reach  a  compromise 
agreement  to  permit  the  genuine  commer- 
cial compounder  to  be  able  to  conduct  his 
business  without  unnecessarily  onerous 
restraints."  The  prescription-only  additives 
were  quite  a  separate  question.  These  were 
the  "therapeutic"  antibiotics  and  other 
chemotherapeutic  substances  which  were 
restricted  as  a  result  of  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Swann  Committee. 

The  Society  remains  adamant  that  there 
is  no  need  for  any  special  exemption.  The 
pharmaceutical  and  veterinary  professions 
can  undoubtedly  provide  the  necessary 
supply  system  to  meet  all  foreseeable 
emergency  situations. 


News  in  brief 


□  Dispensing  doctors  are  to  receive  a  pro 
rata  increase  in  container  allowance  from 
0-83p  to  l-37p  backdated  to  September  1. 

P  Thieves  broke  down  seven  doors  before 
stealing  the  entire  contents  of  the  security 
cabinet  in  the  pharmacy  of  Mr  L.  E. 
North,  Elland,  near  Halifax. 

□  North-west  Leicestershire  Home  Safety 
Committee  are  planning  to  hold  a 
"collect  and  destroy"  campaign  for  un- 
wanted medicines  next  Spring  Mr  Colin 
Mason,  superintendent  pharmacist  of 
Masons  &  Son  (Chemists)  Ltd,  of  Coal- 
ville, Leicestershire,  has  been  invited  to 
assist  the  Committee  in  its  preparations. 

P  There  was  no  contest  in  the  election  for 
the  1975  council  of  the  Proprietary 
Articles  Trade  Association.  The  following 
were  returned  unopposed:  —  Manufac- 
turers' section:  Miles  Laboratories  Ltd, 
Nicholas  Laboratories  Ltd.  Wholesale 
section :  Ayrton,  Saunders  &  Co  Ltd, 
E.  H.  Butler  &  Son  Ltd.  Retail  section: 
R.  Anderson,  A.  G.  Garrett. 

PThe  bioavailability  of  oral  digoxin  may 
be  altered  by  the  concurrent  taking  of 
antacids  containing  magnesium  trisilicate, 
according  to  a  communication  published 
in  Journal  of  Pharmaceutical  Sciences. 
S.  A.  H.  Khalil,  Department  of  Phar- 
macy and  Pharmacology,  University  of 
Benin,  Nigeria  has  shown  that  the 
digoxin  was  adsorbed  onto  magnesium 
trisilicate,  other  ingredients  of  the 
antacid  tested  (which  included  aluminium 
hydroxide  and  magnesium  hydrochloride) 
giving  negligible  adsorption.  Attempts 
were  made  to  elute  the  adsorbed  digoxin, 
but  proved  unsuccessful. 
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Bedford  GF. 

Because  you  aren't  paid  to  strain  your  back. 


At  Bedford,  we  realise  it's  no  joke  having  to  lift  loads  in 
and  out  of  a  van  all  day. 

So,  to  ease  the  strain,  we  designed  the  Bedford  CF  van 
with  a  conveniently  low  cargo  platform  (lower  than  you'll 
find  on  similar  vans)  and  wide  opening  rear  doors.  They 
open  through  180°- so  you  can  back  right  up  to  a  loading  bay 

To  ease  the  strain  even  more  there's  also  an  optional 
side-loading  door  to  give  extra  access  to  cargo. 

This  concern  for  making  life  easier  is 
earned  through  to  the  CF  as  a  whole.  With 
lots  of  sensible,  thoughtful  design  features. 
Like  smooth  independent  front  suspen- 
sion, precise  rack  and  pinion  steering  | 


and  power  braking,  for  safe,  sure  handling.  Plus  a  high 
torque  power  unit  for  full  load  'get  up  and  go'. 

There's  even  optional  GM  Automatic  transmission 
for  taking  the  wear  and  tear  out  of  stop-start  driving. 

Reliable,  economical,  versatile,  the  Bedford  CF  is 
backed  by  the  nationwide  Bedford  dealer  network,  with 
service  and  parts  at  sensible  prices.  So  it  takes  the  strain 
off  your  pocket  as  well  as  your  back 

If  you'd  like  a  demonstration  or  more 
information  about  the  CFr 
see  your  Bedford  dealer. 

He'll  be  happy  to 
give  you  the  low-down. 


GM 

BEDFORD 

 ■  M 
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Twenty  new  Fellows  named 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society's  Panel  of 
Fellows  has  designated  the  following 
members  as  Fellows  of  the  Society  with 
effect  from  December  4:  — 
For  distinction  in  the  practice  of  phar- 
macy 

Robert  Norman,  Stockport 

Frank  Wheatley,  Ilkeston,  Derbyshire 

,For    distinction    in    the    profession  of 

pharmacy 

Harold  Holland  Atkinson,  Liverpool 

William  Stanley  Bowman,  Pinner 

John  Stanley  Clarke,  Weston-super-Mare 

Thomas  Wilfred  Fisher,  Wakefield 

Alan  George  Alexander  Garrett,  Enfield 

John  William  Giles,  Lincoln 

Joan  Constance  V.  Greenleaf,  Croydon 

Frederick  Herbert  Haden,  Stourbridge 

Donald  Geoffrey  Hayden,  Lowestoft 

Christos  Michael  Ioannides,  Cyprus 

Estelle  Pentith  Jones,  Chester 

Albert  Ramsey  Lowson,  Dundee 

Henry  Mackley,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne 

Claude  Mellor,  Stockport 

Alfred  Harry  Preston,  Loughborough 

Edward  Newman  Rigg,  Wisbech 

Eric  Robinson,  Horsforth,  Leeds 

William  H.  Thomas,  Dunedin,  New  Zealand 


Mr  W.  S.  Bowman,  who  is  among  those 
designated  a  fellow  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  in  the  above  list,  has  been  a 
member  of  C&D's  editorial  staff  for  over 
25  years,  most  of  that  time  holding  the 
post  of  Markets  Editor  (see  C&D  Sep- 
tember 28,  p  420).  Outside  office  hours 
he  has  been  an  active  member  of  Harrow 
Branch  of  the  Society  and  a  member  of 
its  committee  for  the  past  17  years.  Mr 
Bowman  has  served  as  treasurer,  chair- 
man and  Press  officer  during  that  period 
—  and  was  responsible  for  the  present 
format  of  the  Branch  newsletter  which 
he  edited  1968-72. 

Dr  T.  D.  Whittet,  chief  pharmacist,  De- 
partment of  Health,  was  to  be  awarded 
the  honorary  degree  of  doctor  of  science 
at  the  University  of  Aston,  Birmingham, 
on  December  7. 
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Topical  reflections 

BY  XRAYSER 


The  defensive 

The  drug  industry  must  long  ago  have  faced  the  dilemma  which,  in  earlier 
times,  caused  Hamlet  some  concern.  They  have  consistently  taken  up  arms 
against  a  sea  of  troubles,  but  without  evidence  that  the  mere  opposing  has 
ended  them.  (Incidentally,  that  speech  might  have  been  written  for  them 
by  one  of  their  public-relations  officers,  with  its  references  to  sleep,  and 
the  heartache  and  the  thousand  natural  shocks.  There  is  even  a  reference 
to  a  "rub".) 

The  industry  has  not  clearly  decided  that 't  is  nobler  in  the  mind  to  suffer 
the  slings  and  arrows  of  outrageous  fortune.  In  the  recent  statement  in 
Parliament  by  Dr  David  Owen,  Minister  of  State  for  Social  Services,  he 
said  that  he  had  discussed  with  the  ABPI  various  matters  concerning  prices 
of  medicines  and  that  he  had  informed  the  association  of  his  concern  about 
levels  of  sales  promotion  expenditure.  That,  the  industry  retorts,  is  lower 
than  in  many  other  developed  countries.  The  argument  goes  on  that  if 
promotion  to  doctors  becomes  more  difficult,  foreign-owned  companies 
will  cease  to  find  the  United  Kingdom  an  attractive  base  for  the  launch  of 
new  products  —  with  a  resulting  loss  to  UK  of  export  earnings  and  foreign 
research  and  production  investment.  And  then,  when  the  industry  sees  a 
flank  attack  developing,  there  is  the  strong  counter-attack  of  the  cost  of  a 
hospital  bed  as  opposed  to  treating  the  patient  at  home  with  what  might, 
at  first  glance,  be  regarded  as  expensive  medicines. 

But  it  is  not  the  "detailing"  of  fresh  advances  which  constitutes  the  cost 
of  promotion.  There  seems  to  be  a  fresh  spate  of  antacids,  differing  some- 
times only  in  name.  I  think  you  are  right  in  saying,  in  your  editorial 
comment,  that  it  may  now  be  too  late  to  avoid  greater  statutory  control, 
but  even  that  should  not  deter  the  industry  from  being  willing  to  discipline 
those  who  do  not  match  up  to  self-imposed  high  standards.  The  industry 
no  longer  consists  of  a  large  number  of  compact  local  concerns  supplying 
the  pharmacist  with  chemicals  and  galenicals  in  popular  demand.  It  is  now 
a  highly  complex  big  business  of  international  proportions.  These  are 
enterprises  of  great  pith  and  moment  and  they  do  not  want  to  lose  the 
name  of  action. 

Your  liver 

It  is  not  so  long  since  the  manufacturers  of  today's  prescribed  proprietary 
medicines  were  the  source  of  so-called  "patent"  medicines,  which  were 
promoted  by  handbill. and  by  newspaper  advertisement  of  the  most 
colourful  description.  Indeed,  there  are  still  some  such  emanating  from  the 
same  concerns  as  harangue  the  public  in  the  Press  or  over  the  ether  with 
seductive  voice,  while  a  different  division  contrives  to  interest  the  physician. 

I  came  across  a  small  book  the  other  day,  published  during  the  war  of 
1 914-18,  which  advertised  a  unique  combination  of  the  salts  of  a  celebrated 
spa,  together  with  a  natural  alkaline  aperient  which,  it  was  said  encouraged 
the  kidneys  to  full  healthy  action,  gave  tone  and  stimulus  to  the  liver, 
dissolved  and  expelled  all  acidity,  and  purified  and  refreshed  the  blood. 
In  addition,  there  were  energising  influence,  glow  of  vitality  and  a  glorious 
sensation  of  vigour  and  freshness.  (There  was  also  an  advertisement  for  a 
famous  powder  which  was  "invaluable  for  the  destruction  of  Bugs,  Fleas, 
Flies  and  Mosquitos  —  send  your  Soldier-boy  a  tin."  I  can  think  of  many 
in  the  trenches  of  Flanders  or  Gallipoli  who  must  have  been  grateful  for  the 
genuine  —  if  unromantic  —  article  which  bore  the  signature.) 

It  was  long  held  that  the  "patent"  medicine  was  harmless,  but  as  the 
years  passed  suspicion  fell  on  certain  ingredients  and  they  were  quietly 
dropped  from  the  formula,  without  the  public  being  made  aware  that 
there  had  been  any  change. 


7  December,  1974 


Chemist  &  Druggist  787 


Christmas  is  coming. 


Soon  it  will  be  Christmas,  and  with  it  the  inevitable 
heavy  demand  for  antacids  over  the  whole  of  the 
holiday  period.  For  over  the  counter  sales,  the  ideal 
answer  is  Andursil ;  which  can  confidently  be 
recommended  for  the  relief  of  indigestion  and 

heartburn. 


Andursil 
-clinically  tested 
-provides  rapid  long-lasting  relief 
-pharmacist -only  product 
antacid/polymethylsiloxane  tablets  in  a  handy  tube  A 
-retail  price  23p  for  10 tablets  (incl.VAT)  M 

Geigy  Pharmaceuticals  Macclesfield  Cheshire  SK10  2LY 
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Therapeutic  advances  in  1974 

by  C.  R.  Day,  FPS 


Once  again  the  seemingly  inevitable  ris- 
ing cost  of  drug  research  and  develop- 
ment, coupled  with  the  problems  of 
registration,  are  reflected  in  the  limited 
number  of  new  agents  that  have  be- 
come available  in  the  current  year.  It  is 
evident  that  the  pharmaceutical  industry 
is  being  forced  by  economic  factors  to 
concentrate  its  research  along  lines  that 
will  eventually  result  in  the  marketing 
of  potential  "money-spinners",  with  the 
possibility  that  important  medicines 
needed  for  the  control  of  rare  diseases 
will  be  little  pursued  because  of  the 
difficulties  associated  with  their  clinical 
investigation  and  the  low  financial  return 
should  they  ever  reach  the  marketing 
stage. 

Cardiovascular  drugs 

The  B-adrenergic  receptor  blocking 
agents  are  used  in  the  management  of 
hypertension  and  angina  pectoris  because 
of  their  ability  to  antagonise  the  actions 
of  catecholamines  at  B-adrenergic  recep- 
tor sites.  The  latter  are  divided  into  B[ 
and  Brreceptors,  with  the  former  pre- 
sent in  heart  muscle  and  the  latter  in 
bronchi,  arteries,  uterus,  and  skeletal 
muscle.  Early  drugs  in  this  field  had 
marked  sympathomimetic  activity  and 
were  little  used  clinically;  later  develop- 
ments have  eliminated  this  effect.  Now 
efforts  have  been  made  to  finding  com- 
pounds with  specific  Bi-blocking  action. 

Three  B-adrenergic  receptor  blocking 
agents  have  appeared  this  year,  while 
others  are  undergoing  clinical  study.  The 
agents  are  pindolol,  sotalol  and  timolol. 
(Visken;  Beta-Cardone  and  Sotacor; 
Blocadren,  respectively)  all  have  little  or 
no  sympathomimetic  activity.  Good 
results  in  angina  pectoris  and  the  control 
of  raised  blood  pressure  have  been  re- 
ported with  them.  Care  is  needed  to 
avoid  overdosage  which  may  cause 
bradycardia,  hypotension  and  broncho- 
spasm. 

Prazosin  hydrochloride  (Hypovase. 
Sinetens)  is  a  new  orally  active  antihyper- 
tensive agent  which  produces  its  effect  as 
a  direct  result  of  relaxation  of  arteriolar 
vascular  smooth  muscle.  Prazosin  has 
been  found  to  be  as  effective  as  methyl- 


Mr  Day  qualified  in  1931  from  the 
former  School  of  Pharmacy,  Bloomsbury 
Square.  London.  He  worked  in  retail 
and  hospital  pharmacy  then  joined  May 
&  Baker  Ltd  in  1939,  initially  in  the 
production  department  where  he  was 
concerned  mainly  with  the  manufacture 
of  infections.  He  later  transferred  to 
medical  information  and  was  manager 
of  the  medical  information  division. 
Pharmaceutical  Specialities,  until  his 
retirement  in  December  1973. 


dopa  and  propranolol,  without  giving  rise 
to  serious  side  effects;  however  many  of 
the  untoward  reactions  of  antihyperten- 
sive agents  may  occur  with  it. 

The  established  product,  practolol 
(Eraldin),  has  been  reported  to  cause 
some  unusual  reactions  in  the  form  of 
corneal  involvement,  dry  irritating  red 
eyes,  and  a  psoriasis-like  skin  eruption. 
It  is  advised  that  any  patient  exhibiting 
such  lesions  should  be  withdrawn  from 
practolol  therapy  and  transferred  to  an- 
other B-blocker. 

Dobutamine  is  a  new  inotropic  agent, 
structurally  related  to  noradrenaline  and 
isoprenaline,  but  having  reduced  side 
effects.  Clinically  it  is  of  value  in  cardio- 
vascular failure  associated  with  low 
cardiac  output  after  myocardial  infarc- 
tion or  open  heart  surgery. 

Benzodiazepines 

This  remarkable  group  of  sedative, 
muscle  relaxant  and  anticonvulsant  com- 
pounds is  expanded  by  the  commercial 
introduction  in  Great  Britain  of  clonaze- 
pam (Rivotril)  for  the  treatment  of  all 
forms  of  epilepsy,  including  status  epilep- 
ticus.  As  with  other  anticonvulsants, 
clonazepam  must  be  introduced  and /or 
withdrawn  gradually,  to  avoid  patient's 
reactions. 

Although  introduced  in  1970,  fluraze- 
pam  (Dalmane)  has  now  become  avail- 
able as  another  agent  for  both  severe 
and  mild  insomnia.  The  usual  precaution 
of  giving  a  hypnotic  together  with 
alcohol  and  other  centrally-acting  drugs 
should  be  observed  in  the  use  of  fluraze- 
pam. 

Antidepressant 

Viloxazine  (Vivalan)  is  a  non-sedative 
antidepressant  with  minimal  anticho- 
linergic and  sympathomimetic  properties. 
Its  anticonvulsant  properties  make  it  use- 
ful for  the  treatment  of  depression  in 
epileptic  patients.  However,  patients 
already  established  on  phenytoin  may 
develop  phenytoin  toxicity  if  viloxazine 
is  added  so  the  two  must  be  given  with 
care.  Viloxazine  is  unrelated  to  tricyclic 
antidepressants  and  monoamine  oxidase 
inhibitors  and  has  no  marked  interaction 
with  alcohol. 

Anii  Parkinsonian  agents 

The  introduction  of  levodopa  for  the 
treatment  of  Parkinson's  disease  was  a 
striking  development  in  the  management 
of  this  condition;  levodopa  however  is 
not  without  its  drawbacks,  notably  its 
ability  to  cause  gastro-intestinal  upsets, 
and  because  its  action  is  blocked  by  pyri- 
doxine,  which  prevents  the  sufferer  from 
taking  vitamin  supplements.  The  com- 
bined use  of  levodopa  and  a  decarboxylase 
inhibitor,  carbidopa,  gives  a  reduced  in- 


cidence of  nausea  and  vomiting,  cardiac 
arrythmias  and  possibly  of  severe  pos- 
tural hypotension,  with  absence  of  pyri- 
doxine  blocking  effect.  Carbidopa  pre- 
vents the  peripheral  decarboxylation  of 
dopamine  responsible  for  these  adverse 
reactions.  This  combined  therapy  is  re- 
ported to  give  improved  clinical  response, 
but  there  may  be  increased  abnormal 
involuntary  movements  (Masden  et  al., 
Lancet,  1973,  2,  1459).  A  new  combina- 
tion of  the  decarboxylase  inhibitor,  ben- 
serazide,  and  levodopa  (Madopar)  has 
recently  been  introduced. 

For  patients  maintained  on  benzhexol 
and  levodopa,  a  new  compound,  bena- 
pryzine  (Brizin)  may  provide  an  effective 
alternative  to  the  benzhexol.  A  compara- 
tive trial  of  the  two  combinations, 
showed  that  benapryzine  plus  maximum 
tolerated  doses  of  levodopa  gave  fewer 
hallucinations,  confusion,  behavioural 
changes  and  dryness  of  the  mouth,  than 
benzhexol  and  levodopa  (Hunter  and 
Robinson,  Clin.  Trials  J.,  1972.  9,  (3),  3). 

Appetite  suppressant 

Mazindol  (Teronac)  is  a  new  compound 
for  the  treatment  of  obesity  which  differs 
from  those  previously  available,  because 
it  has  no  phenylethylamine  chain. 
Mazindol  is  somewhat  akin  to  the  tri- 
cyclic antidepressants  and  is  not  meta- 
bolised to  a  phenylethylamine.  Its  phar- 
macology differs  from  that  of  the  am- 
phetamines, ie  it  has  no  direct  effect 
on  the  hypothalamus,  it  inhibits  re- 
uptake of  catecholamines  by  afferent 
neurones  and  it  has  no  effect  on  u-or 
B -receptors  of  the  sympathetic  nervous 
system.  In  a  series  of  double-blind  trials, 
mazindol  was  found  to  cause  no  euphoria, 
dependence,  tolerance  or  rebound  de- 
pression. Mazindol  is  given  once  daily 
and  patients  on  a  calorie-controlled  diet 
are  better  able  to  keep  to  their  diet 
when  taking  the  drug  than  when  given  a 
placebo. 

Anti-epileptic  agent 

Sodium  valproate  (Epilim)  is  said  to  be 
effective  in  the  management  of  some 
cases  of  epilepsy  which  have  failed  to 
respond  to  other  anticonvulsants.  Some- 
times its  use  has  enabled  other  drugs  to 
be  reduced  or  withdrawn.  Side  effects  re- 
ported include  ataxia,  gastro-intestinal 
upset  and  hair  loss;  these  occurred 
when  sodium  valproate  was  given  with 
other  anti-epileptics.  It  is  advised  that 
the  latter  should  be  reduced  rather  than 
the  sodium  valproate  (Jeavons  and  Clark, 
Brit.  Med.  J.,   1974,  2,  584). 

Bronchodilators 

Compounds  having  actions  similar  to 
sodium  cromoglycate  have  been  described 
during  the  year.  AH7725  is  probably  the 
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first  agent  for  the  prophylaxis  of  asthma 
which  is  active  orallv  (Assem  et  at  Brit, 
med.  J.,  1974,  2,  93),  while  M&B  22948 
is  stated  to  be  from  20  to  50  times  more 
potent  than  sodium  cromoglycate  in  in- 
hibiting reagin-mediated  anaphylaxis  in 
test  svstems  and  is  active  by  mouth 
{Nature,  1974,  251,  650). 

Rimiterol  (Pulmadil)  is  a  new  broncho- 
dilator  with  a  rapid,  selective  action  on 
B,-adrenergic  receptors  in  bronchial 
muscle  with  virtually  no  effect  on  Bt 
receptors  in  therapeutic  doses.  It  induces 
little  cardiac  stimulation  other  than  in 
high  dosage  or  hypersensitive  patients. 
Rimiterol  may  be  the  drug  of  choice  for 
the  treatment  of  status  asthmaticus  when 
given  by  intermittent  positive  pressure 
ventilation.  (Cooke  et  al.  Brit.  Med.  J., 
1974,  2,  250). 

Hormones 

The  use  of  oral  contraceptives  continues 
to  increase.  The  introduction  of  the  mini- 
mal-dose preparations  has  lowered  further 
the  risk  of  side-effects.  Tablets  of  d- 
norgestrel  150mcg  and  ethinyloestradiol 
30mcg  (Ovranette,  Microgynon  30)  and 
dl-norgestrel  75mcg  (Neogest)  are  new 
entrants  in  this  field. 

The  interim  report  of  the  oral  contra- 
ception study  of  the  Royal  College  of 
General  Practitioners  has  confirmed  that 
adverse  effects  associated  with  the  use 
of  the  "pill"  are  rare  and  that  some 
beneficial  effects  on  health  may  be  ex- 
pected. On  the  positive  side,  "pill"-users 
show  fewer  menstrual  disorders,  iron- 
deficiency  anaemias,  premenstrual  syn- 
dromes and  benign  breast  neoplasias. 
There  may  be  an  increased  incidence  of 
migraine,  vaginal  discharge,  depression 
and  virus  infections,  while  urinary  tract 
infections  and  eczematous  states  are 
certainly  more  frequent.  The  influence  of 
the  "pill"  on  the  incidence  of  breast 
cancer  is  controversial;  there  is  evidence 
that  steroids  increase  the  possibility  of 
mammary  dysplasia  in  animals  and  only 
time  will  show  whether  or  not  women  ex- 
posed to  an  additional  exogenous  hor- 
mone will  develop  a  higher  incidence  of 
breast  cancer. 

The  treatment  of  severe  hypersexuality 
and  sexual  deviation  in  the  male  has 
hitherto  been  difficult,  but  the  introduc- 
tion of  cyproterone  acetate  (Androcur) 
has  made  the  task  somewhat  easier.  This 
steroid  acts  as  an  anti-androgen  by  block- 
ing androgen  receptors,  also  by  a  pro- 
gesteronic  action  it  exerts  a  negative 
feedback  effect  on  the  hypothalamic  re- 
ceptors leading  to  reduced  gonadotrophin 
release  and  subsequent  reduction  of  testi- 
cular androgens.  Several  months'  treat- 
ment may  be  needed  to  attain  its  full 
effect,  but  when  satisfactory  control  of 
libido  has  been  obtained,  dosage  may  be 
reduced  or  discontinued.  A  slow  reduc- 
tion in  the  sperm  count  occurs  during 
therapy,  but  spermatogenesis  usually  re- 
verts to  its  former  state  in  three  to  five 
months  after  stopping  the  drug,  but,  in 
some  instances  this  may  be  delayed  for 
up  to  twenty  months. 

The  pituitary  hormone,  vasopressin 
("antidiuretic  hormone")  is  used  in  the 
treatment  of  diabetes  insipidus.  A  new 
analogue,  l-desamino-8-D-arginine  vaso- 
pressin (DDAVP)  has  been  found  to  be 
at  least  as  potent  as  lysine-vasopressin 
and  to  have  a  more  prolonged  action,  13 


to  22  hours  compared  with  one  to  two 
hours.  DDAVP  may  be  given  twice  daily 
intranasally,  or  by  a  single  daily  intra- 
muscular injection  if  intranasal  admini- 
stration is  not  possible  (Wand  and  Russell- 
Fraser,  Brit.  Med.  J.,  1974,  3,  86). 

Antimicrobial  agents 

At  least  seven  antibacterial  aminogly- 
cosides have  been  isolated  from  Strepto- 
myces  tenebrarius  of  which  tobramycin 
(Obracin)  seems  to  be  the  most  active. 
It  has  in  vitro  activity  against  Pseudo- 
monas  aeruginosa,  Escherichia  coli. 
Klebsiella  spp.,  Enterobacter  spp.,  Citro- 
bacter  freundii,  Proteus  spp.  and  all 
staphylococci.  Tobramycin  is  indicated  in 
infections  of  the  genito-urinary  tract, 
bloodstream,  skin,  bone  and  soft  tissue, 
gastro-intestinal  tract,  central  nervous 
system  and  lower  respiratory  tract  by 
susceptible  organisms. 

Cephazolin  (Kefzol)  is  a  semi-synthetic 
antibiotic  of  the  cephalosporin  group  that 
has  now  become  available  in  the  UK.  It 
is  similar  to  cephaloridine,  but  is  more 
active  against  some  Gram-negative  bac- 
teria. It  is  used  for  infections  of  the 
respiratory  and  genito-urinary  tracts 
caused  by  susceptible  organisms.  Cepha- 
zolin is  not  absorbed  orally  and  must  be 
given  parenterally. 

Carbenicillin  is  a  penicillin  active 
against  Pseudomonas,  but  must  be  given 
parenterally.  A  new  derivative  now  com- 
mercially available  is  carfecillin  (Uticillin). 
It  is  acid-stable  and  well  absorbed  orally. 
Carfecillin  is  indicated  in  the  treatment 
of  acute  and  chronic  infections  of  the 
upper  and  lower  urinary  tract  due  to 
sensitive  organisms,  especially  E.  coli, 
Proteus  spp.,  Pseudomonas  and  Strepto- 
coccus faecalis.  Carfecillin  is  hydrolysed 
to  carbenicillin  on  absorption  and  there 
have  been  suggestions  {Brit.  Med.  J.. 
1974,  4,  344)  that  the  drug  should  be 
reserved  solely  for  Pseudomonas  aerugi- 
nosa infections  to  avoid  the  emergence 
of  resistant  strains. 

Reports  continue  to  appear  of  the 
value  of  flucytosine  (Alcobon)  (5-fluoro- 
cytosine)  which  is  highly  active  against 
most  strains  of  Candida  albicans,  Torula 
and  Cryptococcus  spp.  It  is  well  absorbed 
after  oral  ingestion  and  excreted  in  the 
urine  in  active  form.  A  case  of  vulval 
candidiasis,  for  20  years  resistant  to 
various  oral  and  local  treatments,  re- 
sponded after  121  days'  flucytosine 
therapy  2g  every  six  hours  together  with 
the  local  use  of  flucytosine  cream  (Selig- 
man,  Brit.  Med.  J.,  1974,  3,  173).  The 
use  of  flucytosine  in  such  cases  is 
questioned  because  mutants  of  Candida 
and  cryptococci,  virtually  resistant  to 
flucytosine  can  appear  within  a  few  days 
of  starting  treatment  (Holt,  Brit.  Med.  J., 
1974,  3,  523).  It  is  stated  that  the  new 
imidazole  derivatives,  miconazole  and 
clotrimazole,  might  be  preferable 

Miconazole  nitrate  2  per  cent  cream 
(Daktarin,  Gyno-Daktarin;  Monistat,  Der- 
monistat)  is  claimed  to  be  effective  against 
vulvo-vaginal  candidiasis.  In  a  series  of  55 
patients,  at  four  weeks  the  cream  was 
totally  effective  in  37  patients  (72  per 
cent),  partially  effective  in  5  (10  per  cent) 
and  ineffective  in  9  (18  per  cent)  —  4 
patients  were  not  assessed  at  four  weeks. 
Those  cases  not  cleared  were  thought  to 
be  reinfections  from  the  anus  (Practi- 
tioner, 1974,  212,  254). 


790    Chemist  &  Druggist  .  7  December.  1974 


Colloidal  Oatmeal  makes  the  difference 
Soap-free  Cleansing  Bars 

for  patients  who  should  not  use  soaps 

Aveenobar  -for  sensitive  skin 

A  mild  cleanser  with  a  high  Colloidal  Oatmeal  content 
which  soothes  as  it  cleanses. 


Aveenobar  Oilated  -for  dry  skin 

Soothing  Colloidal  Oatmeal  combined  with  emollients 
to  help  reduce  overdrying. 


Acnaveen  Bar  -for  acne  and  oily  skin 

Sulphur  and  salicylic  acid  form  the  drying  agents  to  aid  in 
the  removal  of  comedones.  Colloidal  Oatmeal  soothes 
and  reduces  discomfort. 

Bath  Preparations  (available  on  EC.10) 

Aveeno  Colloidal  Oat  Fraction 

-bath  for  sensitive  skin 

The  colloid-producing  fraction  of  the  oat  grain  developed 
especially  to  disperse  easily  in  water  and  provide  a 
soothing,  relaxing  bath. 


Aveeno  Oilated  -bath  for  dry,  sensitive  skin 

Similarto  Aveeno  Colloidal  Oat  Fraction  but  with  added 
emollients  to  lubricate  dry  sensitive  skin. 


Available  only  through  retail  pharmacies 

Forfurther  informdtion  concerning  Aveeno  preparations  contact: 
Knox  Laboratories  Ltd,  50  Weston  Road,  Aston  Clinton,  Aylesbury,  Bucks. 
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Chemists  get  high  priority 
in  new  ST  launch 

Chemists  are  not  being  left  out  in  the 
cold  in  the  launch  of  Mimosept  Comfort 
— they  will  get  even  more  support  than 
they  had  when  Libresse  came  to  the 
market  in  1971.  That  was  the  reply  of 
Mr  John  Turner,  Molnlycke's  marketing 
manager  for  the  new  brand,  to  C&D's 
challenge  concerning  a  heavy  trade  cam- 
paign in  the  grocery  Press  over  the  past 
few  weeks.  Mr  Turner  stresses  that  the 
current  activity  is  merely  backing  up  the 
pre-sell  to  wholesale  and  larger  buyers; 
chemists  and  other  retailers  will  be  given 
full  details  of  the  product  and  the  adver- 
tising (which  will  includes  posters  for  the 
first  time  in  a  sanitary  towel  launch)  when 
supplies  are  ready  early  in  the  New  Year. 
(See  C&D  November  23,  p  727.) 

The  sanitary  protection  market  is  worth 
£34m  at  RSP;  towels  account  for  £21m, 
of  which  the  looped  section  is  £15m. 
Since  73  per  cent  of  sales  come  through 
traditional  outlets,  "we  would  be  stupid  not 
to  give  the  chemist  high  priority,"  says 
Mr  Turner. 

Mimosept  Comfort  (described  on  pack 
as  "by  Libresse")  is  said  to  be  softer  than 
any  other  towel  and  to  have  a  unique 
method  of  attachment — a  layer  of  foam 
plastic  on  the  underside  that  holds  it 
firmly  in  place.  The  product  is  also 
claimed  the  biggest-selling  loopless  towel 
in  Europe. 

Suntan  advertising  expenditure 

Plough  (UK)  Ltd,  Penarth  Street,  London 
SE15  1TR,  spent  more  money  advertising 
their  suntan  products  than  was  spent  by 
any  other  brand,  according  to  figures  pub- 
lished by  Media  Expenditure  Analysis 
Ltd.  Plough  (UK)  Ltd  spent  a  total  of 
£87,900  of  which  £87,600  was  devoted  to 
television  advertising.  Only  one  other 
brand  advertised  on  television,  alloting 
£37,000  from  a  total  advertising  expendi- 
ture of  £68,700.  All  other  brands  relied 
on  Press  advertising.  The  total  advertising 
expenditure  for  all  brands  in  1974  was 
£342,000:  £125,000  on  television  and 
£217,100  on  Press  advertising. 

Gerhardt  still  trading 

Gerhardt  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  Glebe 
Road,  Huntingdon,  say  they  are  "still  in 
business"  after  the  recent  fire  (last  week, 
p  769).  There  are  no  supplies  of  Emko 
but  it  is  hoped  that  all  products  will  be 
available  again  in  one  or  two  months. 

Houbigant  extend  sponsorship 

Following  the  success  of  their  Chantilly 
Ladies  Stakes  run  at  Newmarket,  Houbi- 
gant Ltd,  Salbrook  Road,  Salfords,  Red- 
hill,  Surrey,  are  to  extend  their  partici- 
pation in  sports  sponsorship  to  car  racing. 
The  Monsieur  Houbigant  car,  a  McLaren 


M10  B  powered  by  a  4-9  litre  Chevrolet 
engine,  will  be  driven  by  Simon  Riley  in 
the  1975  RAC  National  Sprint  Cham- 
pionship. 

Television  advertising 

British  Cod  Liver  Oils  (Hull  &  Grimsby) 
Ltd,  Marfleet,  Hull,  are  to  run  a  televi- 
sion campaign  for  Seven  Seas  cod  liver 
oil  and  orange  syrup  in  the  Midlands, 
Granada,  Yorkshire  and  Tyne  Tees  tele- 
vision areas  in  January  and  February, 
1975. 

Bubble  bath  emphasis 

An  advertising  campaign  to  promote  the 
name  Andre  Philippe  with  bubble  bath, 
is  again  being  featured  on  London  Broad- 
casting Commercial  radio.  The  campaign 
features  15-second  commercials  with 
musical  accompaniment  and  will  last  until 
December  14. 

Free  eye  shadow  from  Polyglow 

Richard  Hudnut  Ltd,  Chestnut  Avenue, 
Eastleigh,  Hants,  are  offering  a  free  eye 
shadow  pencil  in  a  choice  of  blue,  grey, 
brown  or  emerald,  in  return  for  two 
Polyglow  cartons  and  a  promotional 
leaflet.  Point  of  sale  includes  a  shelf 
strip  that  has  a  leaflet  dispenser. 

Scottish  Drug  Tariti  changes 

Sterilised  hydrargaphen  prednisolone  rib- 
bon gauze  and  methargen  tulle  gauze 
dressings  are  to  be  deleted  from  Part  III  A 
of  the  Scottish  Drug  Tariff  on  January 
1,  1975. 

Thyroid  T3  test 

A  liothyronine  (T3)  radioimmunoassay  kit 
has  been  added  to  the  range  of  thyroid 
function  tests  available  from  the  Radio- 
chemical Centre  Ltd,  Amersham,  Bucks. 

Appointed  UK  agents 

Wilfred  Smith  (Fine  Chemicals)  Ltd,  have 
been  appointed  UK  agents  for  Di-Pac 
tabletting  sugar  made  by  the  Amstar 
Corporation  of  the  USA. 


Compact  eye-catching  display  unit  from 
Beecham  Proprietaries,  Beecham  House, 
Great  West  Road,  Brentford,  Middlesex. 
The  unit  holds  Beecham  Powders, 
tablets,  and  Hot  Lemon,  Veno's  cough 
mixture  and  Mac  lozenges 


New 
products 


Cosmetics  and  Toiletries 

Bye-lines  treatment  duo 

Elizabeth  Arden  have  introduced  two 
products  formulated  to  be  used  together 
to  help  to  make  the  skin  more  firm  and 
supple. 

Bye-lines  replenishing  lotion  with  elas- 
tigen  400  (a  blend  of  hydrolysed  collagen, 
squalene,  avocado  oils  and  emollient 
esters)  is  a  silky  emollient  which  "pene- 
trates deeply  to  intensify  its  moisturising 
action,  while  traces  remain  on  the  skin's 
surface  to  soothe,  smooth  and  soften  the 
texture."  This  should  be  used  in  conjunc- 
tion with  Bye-lines  intensifying  mask,  a 
peel-off  gel  mask.  Both  products  are  pre- 
sented in  a  duo  pack  (£7-95)  (Elizabeth 
Arden  Ltd,  20  New  Bond  Street,  London 
W1A  2AE). 

Cologne/after  shave  added 

Houbigant  have  added  a  Cologne/after 
shave  to  their  Monsieur  Houbigant  range 
of  men's  toiletries  in  the  musk  oil  fra- 
grance. It  comes  in  one-size  only  —  52g 
(£1-25). 

They  have  also  introduced  a  100-cc 
version  of  the  Monsieur  Houbigant  after- 
shave. Presented  in  a  pack  designed  to 
complement  his  electric  razor,  it  is  at  an 
introductory  price  of  £1-55  (Houbigant 
Ltd,  Salbrook  Road,  Salfords,  Redhill, 
Surrey). 

Star-lit  nails 

Roman  Stars  (£0  35),  twinkling  dots  that 
are  dabbed  on  to  the  nails  with  a  brush, 
is  the  latest  idea  from  Woltz  Italiana. 
The  stars  have  a  colourless  background 
and  can  be  applied  over  a  nail  enamel 
or  straight  on  to  the  nail,  one  or  two 
applications  made  according  to  taste. 
There  is  a  choice  of  six  colours — gold, 
silver,  ruby,  sapphire,  zircon  and  opal— 
and  the  range  is  available  now  (Forrtarel 
Ltd,  Servier  House,  Horsenden  Lane 
South,  Perivale,  Middlesex  UB6  7PW). 

Revlon  spring  products 

Revlon  are  introducing  new  products  for 
spring  1975.  The  first,  in  January,  is  Milk 
Plus  6  shampoo/conditioner  (£0  65)  that 
has  a  formulation  based  on  natural  in- 
gredients and  milk  amino  acids  to  "leave 
wet  hair  tangle  free  and  shiny".  The 
shampoo  will  come  in  a  formula  for  hair 
that  is  tinted,  bleached  or  dried  out  by 
heat  styling,  and  in  a  regular  formula  for 
normal-to-dry  or  slightly  oily  hair. 

March  sees  the  introduction  of  a  new- 
formula  Fabulash  mascara  (£0-99).  This 
mascara  contains  fibre  that  is  said  to 
minimise  lash  fallout  sometimes  produced 
by  lash  lengthening  mascaras.  It  is  said 
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to  be  smudge-proof  and  will  not  flake  and 
comes  in  black,  dark  brown  or  dark  blue. 

Fabuliner  (£1-15)  will  also  be  intro- 
duced with  a  new  "fast-drying"  formula, 
in  colours  of  black,  brown  or  charcoal 
grey. 

Four  shades  are  added  to  the  Super 
Rich  eyeshadow  range  (£0-75).  They  are, 
glowiest  beige,  frostiest  pink,  iciest  tur- 
quoise and  starriest  blue  (Revlon  Interna- 
tional Corporation,  86  Brook  Street, 
London  W1Y  2BA). 

Sundries 

For  sports  injuries 

An  adhesive  felt  is  the  latest  addition  to 
the  Sportman  range  of  products  by  the 
athletics  division  of  Arno  Adhesive  Tapes 
Ltd.  The  felt  is  in  an  18  x  5in  rectangle, 
coated  with  adhesive  protected  by  a  paper 
liner  and  comes  in  two  thicknesses — -rVin 
(£1-67|),  fVin  (£2-244).  It  is  designed  to  be 
cut  into  the  required  shape  and  applied 
directly  on  to  the  skin,  the  adhesive  hold- 
ing the  protector  in  place  and  the  felt 
acting  as  a  cushion  to  relieve  pressure  on 
tender  areas.  Sportman  adhesive  felt  is 
specifically  intended  for  use  as  friction 
pads  in  the  treatment  of  ankle  injuries,  to 
relieve  pressure  on  bruises  or  callousc 
and  to  fit  into  footwear  to  provide  com- 
fort for  tender  skin  areas  (Arno  Adhesive 
Tapes  Ltd,  Shore  Road,  Hythe,  South- 
ampton, Hants). 

on  TV 
next  week 

Ln  —  London;  M  —  Midland;  Lc  —  Lancashire; 
Y  —  Yorkshire;  Sc  —  Scotland;  WW  —  Wales 
and  West;  So  —  South;  NE  —  North-east; 
A  —  Anglia;  U  —  Ulster;  We  —  Westward; 
B  —  Border;  G  — Grampian;  E  —  Eireann; 
CI  — ■  Channel  Islands. 

Aquafresh:  All  areas 

Beecham  Powders  range:  WW,  We,  CI 

Beecham  Powders  &  tablets:  All  except 

WW,  We,  G,  E,  CI 

Bright  &  Beautiful  tissues:  All  areas 
Buttercup  syrup:  M,  Y,  NE,  B 
Coty  fragrances:  All  except  E 
Fisherman's   Friend   lozenges:   Ln,  Sc, 

NE,  A 

Flair:  All  areas 
Khadine:  All  areas 

Kodak  pocket  Instamatic  cameras:  All 

areas 

Maybelline  Shade  n'  Shine:  All  except  U 

Mentho  Lyptus:  All  except  E 

Oil  of  Ulay:  Y,  NE 

Old  Spice:  All  areas 

Polaroid  Super  Swinger:  All  areas 

Sea  Jade:  All  areas 

Shanida:  All  areas 


Presentation 
to  Dr  Bacon 
by  Nl  Council 

Dr  R.  G.  R.  Bacon  was  presented  with  a 
gift  of  Tyrone  cut  glass  at  the  November 
Council  meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Northern  Ireland. 

The  president,  Mrs  C.  B.  A.  Watson, 
presenting  the  gift,  said  Dr  Bacon  had 
been  appointed  as  one  of  the  two  Queen's 
University  representatives  to  Council 
almost  nineteen  years  ago.  He  had  taken 
a  great  interest  in  the  work  and  been 
of  inestimable  value  in  educational  mat- 
ters especially  in  the  discussions  which 
led  to  the  establishment  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Pharmacy  within  the  Queen's 
University.  He  had  been  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  local  committee  which  made 
arrangements  for  the  1969  British  Phar- 
maceutical Conference  in  Belfast,  and 
his  advice  was  greatly  valued  by  the 
House  Committee  on  the  redecoration 
from  time  to  time  of  parts  of  the  Soci- 
ety's premises.  His  services  had  been 
recognised  already  by  the  Council  who 
had  elected  him  an  honorary  member  of 
the  Society.  Mr  G.  E.  Mcllhagger,  Mr  J. 
Kerr  and  the  secretary  paid  tributes  to 
Dr  Bacon's  contribution  to  Northern 
Ireland  pharmacy  and  wished  him  every 
success  as  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the 
University  of  Ife,  Nigeria. 

Change  'a  stimulus' 

Dr  Bacon  said  he  greatly  appreciated 
the  gift  he  had  received.  Having  been  on 
the  staff  of  the  Queen's  University  for 
so  many  years  he  felt  a  change  would  be 
a  stimulus  to  him.  His  appointment  to 
the  University  of  Ife  involved  secondment 
from  Queen's  and  sponsorship  by  the 
Inter-university  Council  in  London.  The 
University  was  located  on  a  forest  site 
140  miles  inland  by  road  from  Lagos.  The 
student  population  numbered  much  the 
same  as  that  of  Queen's  and  the  range 
of  facilities  was  similar. 

Dr  Bacon's  contract  was  for  three 
years.  His  association  with  the  Council 
had  given  him  a  great  deal  of  pleasure 
and  he  took  the  opportunity  to  record 
the  gratitude  of  Mrs  Bacon  and  himself 
for  the  kindness  and  hospitality  shown 
to  them  on  so  many  occasions  by  a  suc- 
cession of  presidents  and  Council 
members. 

Mrs  Watson  extended  a  warm  welcome 
to  Miss  M.  J.  Watson  and  Mr  R.  J.  G. 
McDonald  who  were  attending  their  first 
Council  meeting.  The  president  said  that 
Mr  R.  S.  Adair  had  recently  undergone 
an  operation  but  she  was  pleased  to  say 
that  he  was  making  a  good  recovery.  The 
secretary  was  instructed  to  convey  the 
Council's  good  wishes  to  him. 

A  letter  from  Mr  T.  A.  Gray  was  read, 
tendering  his  resignation  from  the 
Council.  Mrs  Watson  said  they  were 
pleased  to  know  that  his  company  had 
promoted  him  to  field  manager  for  the 
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whole  of  Ireland,  which  necessitated  his 
residing  in  Dublin,  and  he  did  not  feel 
he  could  undertake  all  the  travelling  in- 
volved in  attending  Council  meetings. 
Tributes  were  paid  by  several  members  to 
the  excellent  manner  in  which  Mr  Gray 
had  conducted  the  Council  meetings 
during  his  year  of  office,  and  it  was 
agreed  to  record  an  appreciation  of  his 
services  in  the  minutes.  The  resignation 
was  accepted  with  regret  and  the  secre- 
tary was  instructed  to  convey  to  Mr  Gray 
Council's  wishes  for  his  future  success. 

The  Council  were  informed  by  the 
Department  of  Health  and  Social  Ser- 
vices that  two  pharmacists  attending  the 
full-time  course  leading  to  the  MSc 
degree  in  hospital  pharmacy  would  not 
have  any  deductions  made  from  their 
salaries  if  the  Council  decided  to  grant 
them  the  T.  Harper  Foundation. 

The  application  of  Alice  Margaret  lane 
Smith,  21  Osborne  Drive,  Bangor,  co 
Down,  for  registration  under  the  reci- 
procal agreement  entered  into  with  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain 
was  granted. 

The  tutor  in  charge  of  the  training  of 
medical  receptionists  at  the  Rupert 
Stanley  College  wrote  asking  for  the 
Council's  co-operation  in  obtaining  for 
her  students  some  experience  of  the  work 
of  the  pharmacist.  It  was  agreed  to  give 
the  assistance  sought. 

Name  change  refused 

An  application  was  received  asking  if 
the  Council  would  approve  a  change  in 
the  name  of  a  body  corporate  established 
pome  years  ago.  The  new  name  would 
include  the  word  "chemists "  It  was 
agreed,  in  view  of  a  previous  decision 
that   approval  could   not  be  given. 

Receipt  was  reported  of  a  copy  of  the 
Poisons  Regulations  (Northern  Ireland) 
1974  (Statutory  Rules  (NI)  1974  No  246) 
and  of  the  Poisons  List  Order  (Northern 
Ireland)  1974  (SR  (NI)  1974  No  245).  Also 
received  was  a  copy  of  the  Misuse  of 
Drugs  (Northern  Ireland)  Regulations  (SR 
(NI)  1974  No  272)  1974  which  take 
account  of  the  reorganisation  effected 
October  1,  1973  by  the  Health  and  Per- 
sonal Social  Services  Order  (Northern 
Ireland)  1972  (SI  1972  No  1265  (NI)  14). 
'  These  regulations  revoke  but  re-enact  the 
provisions  of  the  Misuse  of  Drugs  (North- 
ern Ireland)  Regulations  1973. 

The  reports  from  the  Finance  and 
House  Committees  were  adopted.  The 
latter  included  recommendations  about 
redecoration  of  parts  of  the  Society's 
premises  and  increasing  the  insurance 
cover  on  the  premises. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  names  of  mem- 
bers, associates  and  students  of  the 
Society  who  had  not  paid  the  retention 
fee  for  the  current  year  be  removed  from 
the  appropriate  register  with  effect  from 
December  10,  1974. 

The  secretary  reported  that  the  joint 
meeting  with  the  Faculty  of  General 
Practitioners  had  been  arranged  for 
January  15,  1975,  in  the  Society's  Lec- 
ture Hall.  Also  it  was  hoped  to  arrange 
a  meeting  in  London  in  January  with 
representatives  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Societies  of  Great  Britain,  Ireland  and 
Northern  Ireland  to  discuss  "The  phar- 
macist and  patient  care"  with  special 
reference  to  the  issue  of  warning  cards. 
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Up  the  (bean)  pole? 

High  speed  gas  is  all  the  rage.  High 
speed  Beanland  is  in  a  rage.  In  the  short 
space  of  only  four  weeks  after  the  Lines 
conference,  he  has  at  last  managed  to 
find  fault  and  rushed  into  print  (C&D 
November  23).  Has  the  back  seat  driver 
of  pharmacy  been  replaced  with  a  new 
image  —  that  of  "runner",  Beanland? 

Your  remarks  are  somewhat  "broad" 
Beanland  —  but  let  me  refresh  your 
memory.  I  am  an  entirely  independent 
contractor  —  no  directors,  no  debentures, 
no  dividends  and  no  delusions  —  simply 
my  feet  planted  firmly  on  the  ground. 

Are  you  really  so  "green"  Beanland  as 
to  believe  everyone  with  a  turnover  of 
less  than  £40,000  with  an  eye  for  a  better 
site  is,  in  fact,  going  to  sell  out?  There 
are  indeed,  still  a  few  people  in  pharmacy 
like  yourself,  with  turnovers  of  less  than 
£40,000  who  may  well  perhaps  be 
marginally  better  off  than  working  as 
an  employee.  Indeed,  far  from  giving  you 
a  punch  in  the  "kidney"  Beanland,  I  wish 
you  all  the  good  luck  that  you  are  cer- 
tainly going  to  need  in  the  years  ahead 
if  you  are  still  going  to  earn  your  bread 
and  "butter",  Beanland. 

You  used  to  speak  in  public  of  having 
two  pharmacists  in  each  set  of  premises 
—  an  ideal  land  certainly  —  a  "human 
bein"  land  —  never!  And  never,  ever  on 
a  £40,000  turnover.  Effectively,  your 
policy  would  have  closed  half  the  retail 
pharmacies  in  the  country.  If  your  prin- 
ciples had  been  adopted  you  would  have 
produced  a  state  in  retail  pharmacy  of 
"has  been"  land.  I  hardly  feel  it  befits 
you  now  to  criticise  those  of  us  who 
want  to  see  the  new  breed  of  chemist  on 
a  sound  business  basis,  by  giving  him 
practical  advice  and  help  —  not  lofty 
aspirations.  (Why  did  you  retire  so 
early?  Perhaps  you  realised  your  ideas 
were   only   "half-baked"  Beanland.) 

It  is  not  now  —  nor  was  it  ever  so  — 
that  the  NPU  (the  envy  of  the  whole  of 
the  pharmaceutical  world)  should  teach 
chemists  how  to  make  their  livelihood. 
Like  the  Contractors'  Committee,  the 
NPU  does  help,  advise  and  assist  in 
highly  practical  ways,  every  chemist  who 
seeks  aid.  The  ones  who  really  profit 
are  those  already  on  a  sound  footing  and 
geared  to  the  challenge  of  the  80's. 

In  short,  it  is  not  our  job  to  teach 
contractors  how  to  eat  —  but  rather  to 
make  each  mouthful  sweeter  —  and  to 
ensure  each  deserving  case  gets  his  share 
of  the  cake  —  Madeira,  of  course. 

G.  Urwin 
Newcastle-on-Tyne 

National  Health  robbery? 

I  have  just  been  stunned  to  learn  that 
through  my  changing  premises  in  July,  I 
will  not  receive  any  back  payment  for 
many  thousands  of  prescriptions  dispensed 


from  January  to  that  date.  Although  in- 
curring the  same  work  load,  costs,  etc,  as 
my  colleagues  I  will  not  in  fact  be  re- 
compensed for  this  as  my  contract  is  no 
longer  "valid",  even  though  I  renewed 
at  other  premises.  Reference  to  the  NPU 
brought  little  sympathy  and  no  help  what- 
soever. 

I  appeal  to  all  similar  unfortunates 
who  will  bear  this  large  financial  loss  to 
write  to  Members  of  Parliament,  news- 
papers, etc,  to  bring  a  move  to  correct 
this  injustice.  Anyone  selling  a  business 
this  vear,  retiring  etc  will  not  be  paid. 

R.  Hall 

Northfield,  Birmingham 
An  appeals  procedure  has  been  set  up  to 
deal  with  anomalies.  Contractors  whose 
contract  has  merely  been  transferred  to 
premises  in  the  same  area  should  provide 
full  details  of  the  old  and  new  location, 
dates  of  transfer,  etc,  to  the  FPC  — 
Editor. 


Nationalisation 

Now  that  the  pros  and  cons  of  nationali- 
sation of  pharmacy  are  being  widely  de- 
bated within  the  profession,  it  may  be 
of  interest  for  you  to  know  what  Mr 
Wilson's  opinion  is  of  the  industry. 

On  July  23  I  was  in  the  gallery  of  the 
House  of  Commons  at  question  time  and 
heard  a  question  put  by  Mr  M.  Grylls:  "If 
the  Prime  Minister  goes  to  Norway  will 
he  consider  travelling  on  to  Sweden 
where  he  will  discover  that  the  pharma- 
ceutical industry  has  been  partially 
nationalised  and  that  the  costs  and  prices 
have  risen.  Will  he  consider  the  effect  in 
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Britain  if  he  were  to  nationalise  our 
pharmaceutical  industry  when  we  would 
have  fewer  medicines  and  fewer  innova- 
tions?" 

The  Prime  Minister  (referring  to  a 
previous  question):  "The  question  is 
about  Norway  and  not  Sweden.  Since 
however  the  honorable  gentleman  has 
suggested  that  I  extend  the  visit  I  was 
not  proposing  to  make  I  will  say  that 
the  extent  of  the  rapacious  behaviour  of 
the  pharmaceutical  industry  was  demon- 
strated by  a  report  of  the  Monopolies 
Commission  made  to  the  previous  govern- 
ment." 

Either  Mr  Wilson  does  not  know  the 
meaning  of  "rapacious"  or  he  does  not 
have  the  guts  to  apply  it  to  other  sections 
of  the  community. 

J.  C.  Walker 

Helston,  Cornwall 

Too  small  for  computers 

I  was  interested  to  read  Mr  Allen's  letter 
("Doctor  dispensing  remedy",  November 
23)  in  the  light  of  our  treatment  by  the 
wholesalers  featuring  this  wonderful  new 
computer  system  on  the  same  page. 

I  wonder  what  Mr  Allen  thinks  the 
small  chemist  can  do.  Apparently  an  over 
£l,000-a-year  account  is  not  big  enough 
for  computers,  so  our  account  has  been 
closed.  I  wonder  how  many  similar  smaller 
chemists  have  been  cut  off  from  the 
wonders  of  modern  science,  and  would 
suggest  it  is  only  another  nail  in  our 
coffin  —  but  this  time  knocked  in  by  Mr 
Allen's  supposedly  co-operative  whole- 
salers. 

Underprivileged 


Sterile  equipment  for  diluting  steroid  creams 


Sterile  pestle  and  mortars  are  available 
to  pharmacists  in  Sweden  for  the  dilution 
of  corticosteroids  ointments  and  creams. 

It  is  understood  that  the  Swedish 
licensing  authorities  insist  that  all  such 
preparations  are  sterile  and  that  the  same 
standards  should  apply  to  those  dilutions 
dispensed  extemporaneously  by  pharma- 
cists. The  dilutions  are  carried  out  under 
an  aseptic  screen.  The  pestle  and  mortar 
are  disposable  and  sterilised  by  gamma- 
irradiation. 

The    European    Pharmacopoeia  com- 


mittees and  BP  committees  are  cur- 
rently discussing  what  microbiological 
standards,  if  any,  should  apply  to  topical 
corticosteroids  in  the  UK  and  elsewhere 
in  Europe. 

The  equipment  illustrated  was  for- 
warded to  C&D  by  a  British  pharmacist 
who  had  collected  it  on  holiday  in 
Sweden.  He  thinks  the  pestle  and  mortars 
are  distributed  by  the  central  State- 
owned  pharmacy  organisation  and  as  far 
as  he  knows  they  are  not  available  in 
the  UK. 


Sterile  pestle  and 
mortar  and 
ointment  tube 
available  in 
Sweden  for 
dilution  of  topical 
steroid 
preparations. 
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Bush  Boake  Allen's 
investment  plan 

An  investment  of  more  than  £7m  over 
the  next  two  years  in  Bush  Boake  Allen 
Ltd  is  planned  by  Albright  &  Wilson  Ltd 
of  which  BBA  is  a  division. 

This  was  revealed  last  week  by  Dr 
Danny  Fagandine,  BBA  managing  direc- 
tor, on  the  completion  of  the  com- 
pany's new  international  headquarters  at 
Waithamstow.  Costing  £3m  the  new  com- 
plex houses  laboratories,  offices  and  a 
part  of  the  company's  manufacturing  faci- 
lities. Three  fully-equipped  laboratories 
occupy  30,000  sq  ft  of  floor  space.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  teams  of  scientists  and  tech- 
nologists engaged  in  research  work,  there 
is  a  team  of  specialists  among  them  nine 
perfumers,  14  flavourists,  a  butcher,  a 
confectionery-maker  and  a  hairdresser. 

Referring  to  BBA's  growing  overseas 
business  Dr  Fagandini  said:  "Nearly  70 
per  cent  of  our  business  is  overseas 
generated  either  by  our  overseas  com- 
panies or  by  our  exports  from  the  UK." 

NAPD  to  expand  data 
collection  activities 

The  National  Association  of  Pharma- 
ceutical Distributors  hope  to  form  a  new 
company  with  Stratmark  Ltd  to  market 
and  develop  the  sales  distribution  analysis 
scheme. 

The  new  company  will  be  equally  owned 
by  Stratmark  and  SDA  Pharmaceuticals 
Ltd  (an  off-shoot  of  NAPD).  The  latter 
company  will  collect  the  data  while 
Stratmark  will  be  responsible  for  market- 
ing it.  The  new  company's  name  is  not 
yet  decided. 

ICI  sales  up  40  per  cent 
in  nine  months 

Group  sales  of  Imperial  Chemical  In- 
dustries Ltd  in  the  first  nine  months 
amounted  to  £2,209m,  which  is  40  per 
cent  higher  than  in  the  corresponding 
period  of  last  year.  Sales  in  the  UK  at 
£903m  were  up  31  per  cent  and  overseas 
at  £l,306m  were  up  47  per  cent.  The  fob 
value  of  exports  rose  from  £288m  in  the 
first  nine  months  of  1973  to  £489m  in  the 
current  nine  months  including  exports  to 
EEC  of  £160m  up  75  per  cent. 

If  the  total  profits  were  to  be  corrected 
foi  inflation  then  the  group  profit,  before 
tax,  of  £373m  for  the  first  nine  months 
of  1974  would  be  some  £85m  less. 
Q  Sales  of  ICI  pharmaceuticals  products 
in  Japan  are  expected  to  reach  £10  m 
next  year,  following  the  formation  of 
a  major  new  subsidiary  company  there, 
ICI-Pharma  Ltd. 

The  company,  a  joint  operation  with 
the  Sumitomo  Chemical  Co,  is  based 
in  Osaka.  It  has  been  set  up  to  import, 
manufacture  and  sell  ICI  pharmaceuticals 
division's  medical  products  in  Japan. 
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The  courtyard 
of  Bush  Boake 
Allen's 
Waithamstow 
headquarters.  The 
circular  stones 
were  used  for 
grinding  spices 
by  one  of  the 
three  companies 
which  merged  to 
form  BBA 

Roche  win  right 

to  sue  the  Government 

The  Government  failed  in  the  High  Court 
on  Monday  to  have  struck  out  a  legal 
action  being  brought  against  it  by  Hoff- 
man-La Roche  to  nullify  cutting  the 
prices  of  their  Valium  and  Librium  (last 
week  p  771). 

The  Court  dismissed  with  costs  appli- 
cations by  the  Department  of  Trade  and 
Industry  and  the  chairman  of  the  Mono- 
polies Commission  to  have  the  group's 
writ  and  statement  of  claim  struck  out. 
The  Crown  and  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mission have  been  given  leave  to  appeal. 

Ruling  against  the  Crown,  Mr  Justice 
Whitford  said  that  the  basis  of  Roche's 
claim  was  that  the  Secretary  of  State 
had  no  power  to  make  an  order  in  the 
absence  of  a  valid  report. 

He  said  that  he  was  not  satisfied  that 
the  company  could  not  secure  the  relief  it 
sought  by  way  of  declarations,  nor  that  it 
was  plainly  shown  that  the  company 
could  not  establish  that  the  applicants 
were  liable  to  pay  damages  to  Roche. 

Fisons  to  spend  £3.5m  on 
pharmaceutical  research 

Investment  and  research  expenditure  by 
Fisons  Ltd  is  to  be  continued  next  year 
despite  the  general  recession  in  the  chemi- 
cal industry. 

The  company  said  on  Tuesday  that 
£8- 10m  would  be  invested  in  the  UK 
next  year;  £3-5m  on  pharmaceutical  re- 
search and  development  (against  £3m  in 
the  current  year)  and  £2m  towards  in- 
creasing capacity  for  dextran  products. 

The  group  is  timing  to  launch  Ficam 
insecticide  and  Norton  herbicide  on  the 
US  market  in  two  years,  where  sales  of 
Intal  are  said  to  be  thriving. 

Once  the  three  products  have  become 
established  there  Fisons  may  build  a 
manufacturing  plant  in  North  America. 

Bayer  expect  little 
progress  in  1975 

"The  pharmaceutical  divisions  contributed 
largely  to  the  profits  of  Bayer  AG  during 
1974,"  said  Dr  Herbert  Gruenewald,  chair- 
man of  the  board  of  management,  on 
November  27,  "and  although  the  company 
did  not  expect  much  progress  during  1975, 
1974  had  been  a  good  year." 


Mr  J.  V.  Webb,  managing  director, 
Bayer  UK  Ltd,  said  that  Bayer  was  con- 
templating setting  up  a  chemical  complex 
in  Britain  and  a  number  of  sites  had 
been  inspected  but  no  final  decision  had 
yet  been  made.  Decisions  concerning  the 
details  of  timing,  place  and  products  in- 
volved, would  be  made  during  the  next 
twelve  months. 

Dr  Gruenewald  said  the  immediate  eco- 
nomic uncertainties  in  Britain  would  not 
necessarily  influence  an  investment  deci- 
sion; a  chemical  complex  was  planning 
for  fifty  years  ahead. 

Briefly 

Ardicie  (Proprietaries)  Ltd   is  the  new 

name  adopted  by  the  former  R.  Demuth 
Ltd,  3  Bear  Lane,  Farnham,  Surrey. 
Nicholas  International  Ltd:  At  the  annual 
meeting  held  in  Melbourne  on  November 
28,  the  chairman,  Mr  M.  A.  Nicholas, 
reported  that  trading  had  continued  at  a 
depressed  level  up  to  the  present  time  and 
it  was  clear  that  the  profit  of  the  group 
"will  be  substantially  down  for  the  half 
year  ending  December  31  against  the 
same  period  of  1973." 
Mr  Harold  Mitchell,  the  Belfast  whole- 
saler who  has  fought  a  running  battle 
with  the  Glaxo  Group  since  1971  over 
the  right  to  purchase  their  products,  is 
to  present  a  petition  to  the  Group's  an- 
nual meeting  in  London  on  December  9. 
A  similar  petition  with  250  signatures 
was  presented  at  last  year's  meeting  by 
Mr  Mitchell.  Glaxo  replied  that  there 
were  sufficient  wholesalers  in  NI,  says 
Mr  Mitchell. 

Appointments 

Unichem  Ltd's  newly  formed  Scottish 
regional  committee  will  consist  of  the 
branch  manager,  Cyril  Westgarth  and  the 
following  four  representatives  from  retail 
pharmacy:  Theo  Johnson,  Edinburgh; 
William  Christie,  Burntisland,  Fife;  Colin 
Frater,  Galashiels,  and  David  Mair, 
Glasgow. 

Hoechst  UK  Ltd:  Dr  G.  P.  A.  E.  Bunge, 
managing  director,  Hoechst  UK  Ltd,  has 
accepted  an  appointment  as  director- 
general  of  Confederation  of  European 
Chemical  Industries  in  Brussels  with  effect 
from  January  1,  1975.  Mr  N.  M.  Mischler 
has  been  appointed  chairman  and  Mr  D. 
von  Winterfeldt,  managing  director  of 
Hoechst  UK  Ltd  from  the  same  date. 
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V\fe  can  offer 
ur  customers 
bng  lasting  reliel 
but  what  can 
we  offer  you? 


Labosept 

pastilles 

•dequalinium  chloride  B.P. 

for  infections  of 
the  mouth  and  throat 

Your  customer  benefits 

from  the  soothing  effect  of  long 
acting  Labosept  pastilles 

You  benefit 

from  our  introductory  bonus  of 

14  packs  Ke0f  12 

Labosept  pastilles  contain  the  well 
proven  antiseptic,  dequalinium  chloride 
B.P.  in  a  pleasant  tasting  slow  release 
gelatin  base.  Long  acting  Labosept 
pastilles  make  short  work  of  mouth 
and  throat  infections. 
Labosept  pastilles  are  available  only 
through  chemists  or  on  prescription.  1 


TRADE 
PRICE 

01»excl 
L  IP  VAT 

per  pack  of 
20  pastilles 


PRICE 
TO  PUBLIC 

c      in  c  i 

UUP  VAT 

per  pack  of 
20  pastilles 


The  man  who 
comes  to  you  with  his 
headache  has  a  bigger 
one  at  the  office ! 

It's  not  just  leading  Chemists  who  have  been  quick  to 
recognise  that  Executives,  Accountants,  Salesmen  and 
Students,  in  fact  100%  of  office  staff  at  one  time  or 
another  use  a  chemist  —  for  calculators  it's  a  vast 
market  —  the  profits  are  excellent  —  the  service 
involvement  nil  —  we  see  to  that,  and  with  the  new 
unwieldly  8%  VAT  —  try  doing  that  without  a 
calculator!  Your  customer  does,  that's  why  he  needs 
you,  not  just  for  his  cough,  cold  or  headache  but  for 
his  calculator! 


VATMAN 


c,JV5S782 


USED  BY  MILLIONS  THROUGH- 
OUT THE  WORLD,  SUCH  AS:-' 
I.C. I.,  Beecham's,  Smith  &  Nephew, 
Honeywell's,  Oxford  University, 
Greater  London  Council,  National 
Westminster  Bank,  Laporte 
Industries,  Dupont  (UK)  Ltd.,  and 
people  from  all  walks  of  life. 

THE  DECIMO  VATMAN 
BATTERY/MAINS 
POCKET  CALCULATOR 
WITH  VAT  %  KEY 
RECOMMENDED  RETAIL  PRICE 
£19.95  PLUS  VAT 
FULLY  GUARANTEED  MAINS  ADAPTOR  £3  EXTRA 

PLEASE  WRITE  FOR  TRADE  PRICES  TO 

DECIMO  LIMITED 

FREEPOST,  LUTON,  LU1  5BR  TEL:  LUTON  38881 

(NO  STAMP  REQUIRED) 
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Vbrket 
Mews 

LULL  IN  MOVEMENTS 

London,  December  4:  After  the  period  of 
hectic  price  increases  the  present  week 
has  been  noteworthy  only  by  the  inacti- 
vity of  the  markets.  The  pharmaceutical 
chemical  section,  which  has  provided 
many  changes  lately,  saw  a  minor  rise  in 
chloroform  prices  (the  first  since  July, 
1972)  but  only  for  those  packs  calling 
for  glass  containers.  The  difficult  quinine 
supply  position  leading  to  big  variations 
in  tablet  prices  has  been  noted  by  the 
Department  of  Health.  Chemist  contrac- 
tors can,  during  December,  claim  more 
than  the  Drug  Tariff  rates  if  they  have 
had  to  buy  at  higher  rates  (see  p  782). 

Among  crude  drugs  there  was  little 
activity.  A  few  items  were  slightly  easier 
in  price.  They  included  Cochin  ginger, 
hydrastis,  menthol,  pepper  and  podo- 
phyllum root.  Dearer  were  lobelia  herb 
and  kola  nuts. 

Pharmaceutical  chemicals 

Acelarso!:  50-kg  lots  £8.35  kg. 
Acetic  acid:  4-ton  lots,  ex-works,  per  metric  ton, 
BPC    glacial    £154.75;    99.5    per    cent  technical 
£146.75;  80  per  cent  grades  pure,  £135.25;  tech- 
nical £126.25. 

Aloin:  50-kg  lots  £12.90  kg. 

Atropine:  (per  kg  for  i-kg  lots)  Alkaloid  £85.00, 
methonitrate  £95.00;  methylbromide  £83.50;  sul- 
phate £66.50. 

Bacitracin  zinc:  £3.00  per  mu. 
Benzocaine:  50-kg  lots  of  BP  £3.53  kg. 
Benzoic  acid:  BP  in  500-kg  lots  £0.4852  kg  (50 
kg  kegs). 

Brucine:  Sulphate  £25.00  kg. 

Caffeine:   Anhydrous   £3.19   kg    in    100-kg  lots; 

citrate  £2.09  kg   (50-kg  lots). 

Canthardin:  10  g  lots  £0.75  per  g. 

Carbon    tetrachloride:    Technical    in    4-ton  lots 

£113.20  metric  ton. 

Chloral  hydrate:  50-kg  lots  £1.00  kg. 

Chloramphenicol    palmitate:   £40.00    per  kg. 

Chloroform:  BP  from  £258  metric  ton  in  280-kg 

drums  to   £310   in  35-kg   drums.   2-litre  bottles 

£1.50}    each;    anaesthetic    £0.50    per    500  mil 

bottle. 

Cocaine:  Alkaloid  £350  kg;   hydrochloride  £319. 

Subject  to  Misuse  of  Drugs  Regulations. 

Colchicine:  £0.90-£1.00  per  g. 

Cortisone:  Acetate  £295-£350  kg. 

Dapsone:  £4.00  to  £6.00  per  kg. 

Deltacortisone:  £450-£480  per  kg. 

Dexpanthenol:  £10  kg. 

Dextromethorphan:  Hydrobromide  £110  kg. 

Digoxin:  £2.85  per  g. 

Omidium  bromide:  5-g  lots  £3.20  g. 

Ephedrine:    Alkaloid    £18.30    kg    in    25-kg  lots; 

hydrochloride   £15.50;   sulphate  £17.00. 

Glycerin:    Nominally    £453    metric    ton,  naked 

delivered 

Hydrocortisone:  Acetate  and  base  E295-E350  kg. 
Hydrogen  peroxide:  35  per  cent  £167  metric  ton. 
Isoprenaline:  1-kg  lots,  hydrochloride  £35.00; 
sulphate  £30.00. 

Magnesium  carbonate:  BP  per  1,000  kg  heavy 
£312  to  £400;  light  £250. 

Magnesium  dihydrogen  phosphate:  £0.9612  kg  in 

50-kg  lots. 

Magnesium    hydroxide:    (metric    ton)    BPC  light 

£730;  28%  paste  £310. 

Magnesium  oxide:  BP  per  1,000  kg  heavy  £980; 
light  £730. 

Magnesium  peroxide:  50-kg   lots  23-25  per  cent 

£0.59  kg. 

Magnesium  sulphate:  BP  from  £63.50  to  £79.20 
metric  ton;  exsiccated  £157.90  ex  works. 
Magnesium  trisilicate:  £450  metric  ton  in  2}-ton 
lots. 

Methadone  hydrochloride:  Subject  to  Misuse  of 
Drugs  Regulations.  £1.33  per  5  g. 
Methyltestosterone:  £220-260  per  kg. 
Narcotine:  Alkaloid  and  hydrochloride  in  25-kg 
lots  £15  kg. 

Neomycin  sulphate:  £40.00-£42.00  kg. 
Norethynodrel:  £190-£230  kg. 


Opiates:  (£  per  kg)  in  1-kg  lots.  Subject  to 
Misuse  of  Drugs  Regulations. 


Codeine 

From 

To 

alkaloid 

233.50 

240.40 

hydrochloride 

208.90 

— 

phosphate 

178.00 

183.40 

Diamorphine 

alkaloid 

232.90 

■ 

hydrochloride 

258.60 

Ethylmorphine 

hydrochloride 

227.00 

234.40 

Morphine 

alkaloid 

256.50 

264.70 

hydrochloride 

210.00 

216.10 

sulphate 

210.00 

216.10 

PAS  sodium:  £1.40  kg. 

Penicillin:     Potassium.     sodium     or  procaine, 
sterile,  £14.50  per  1.000  Mu. 
Pethidine  hydrochloride:   From  £13.30  to  £14.90 
kg   as  to  the   maker  and   quantity.    Subject  to 
Misuse  of  Drugs  Regulations. 
Phemitone:  25-kg  lots  £4.24  kg. 
Phenobarbitone:  100-kg  lots  £5.25  per  kg;  sodium 
£5.60.  Supplies  short. 

Pholcodine:  1-kg  £240.90;  60-kg  £218.60  per  kg. 
Subject  to   Misuse   of   Drugs  Regulations. 
Phosphoric  acid:  BP,  sg  1,750,  £0.2207  kg  in  10- 
drum  lots. 

Phthalysulphathiazole:  50-kg  lots  £1.60  kg. 
Pilocarpine:  1-kg  hydrochloride  £96;  nitrate  £88. 
Polymyxin  B  sulphate:  £62.50  per  100  mu. 
Potassium  acid  tartrate:   BPC  from  £950  metric 
ton  delivered  in  bags. 

Potassium  hydroxide:  Pellets  BP  1963  in  50  kg 
lots,  £0.87  kg;  sticks  £2.94;  technical  flakes 
£0.3879. 

Potassium  phosphate:  3PC  1949  in  50  kg  lots, 

granular  £1.0713   kg;   powder  £0.9214. 

Progesterone:  £120-£160  per  kg. 

Quinine:   Minimum   prices  per  kg;  hydrochloride 

£91.50;  sulphate  £90.00,  nominal. 

Sodium   thiosulphate:   Photo'   grade  £103  metric 

ton,  delivered.  Supplies  short. 

Streptomycin:  £18.00  kg  base,  dihydrostreptomycin 

£18.50  kg  base. 


Crude  drugs 

Gentian:  Root  £1.95  kg  spot. 

Ginger:    (ton,    cif)    Cochin   £485,    Sierra  Leone 

unquoted;  Jamaican  No.  3  £895.   Nigerian  split 

£600    (£590  spot),    peeled  £795. 

Hydrastis:  £9.50  kg  spot;  £9.40,  cif. 

Kola  nuts:  W.  African  £160  metric  ton,  £150,  cif. 

Lobelia:   European  herb  £890  metric  ton  spot; 

£850.    cif;   American,   coarse   powder,  £470. 

Menthol:    Brazilian    £15.00    kg    spot;  shipment 

£14.50,   cif.  Chinese  £21.00  spot;  £20.00,  cif. 

Pepper:    (ton,    cif)    Sarawak   black  £755;  white 

£945.   Spot   £935   and   £800/£1,040  respectively. 

Podophyllum:  Root  £500  metric  ton  spot;  £490, 

shipment. 

Seeds:  (ton)  Anise:  China  Star  unselected  £725, 
cif.  Caraway:  Dutch  £365,  cif.  Celery:  Indian 
£400,  cif.  Coriander:  Moroccan  for  shipment 
£100  cif.  Cumin:  Indian  £750  cif.  Dill: 
Chinese  for  shipment  £205;  Indian  £215, 
cif.  Fennel:  £335  cif.  Fenugreek:  £110, 
cif.  Mustard:  £320-£340  spot. 
Turmeric:  Madras  fiinger  £300  metric  ton  spot, 
£280,  cif,  new  crop,  Feb. -March. 


Essential  and  expressed  oils 

Almond:  Drum  lots  £1.32  kg. 

Amber:  Rectified  £0.45  spot. 

Anise:  £18.00  spot;  £16.00,  cif. 

Bay:  West  Indian  about  £15.00  kg. 

Bergamot.  From  £14.00  kg  as  to  grade. 

Bois  de  Rose:  Shipment  £6.40  kg,  cif. 

Buchu:  English  distilled  £270  kg  nominal. 

Cade:  Spanish  £1.20  kg  spot. 

Cajuput:  £5.00  kg  on  spot. 

Camphor  white:  £2.30  kg  spot  and  cif. 

Fennel:  Spanish  nominal. 

Geranium:  (kg)  Bourbon  £25.50  kg  spot. 

Ginger:  English  distilled  £75.00  kg  nominal. 

Juniper:  Imported  £25.00  kg. 

Lavender:  French  £14.00  kg  spot. 

Lavender  sp  ke:  £13.00  kg  spot. 

Lemon:  Sic :  I  Man  best  grades  from  £7.25  kg. 

Lemongrass:  Spot  £3.10  kg;  £3.00  cif. 

Lime:  West  Indian  £7.60  kg  spot. 

Mandarin:  £5.80  kg  c  and  f. 

Nutmeg:    (per  kg)    English  distilled  from  West 

Indian  £24.00;  from  E.  Indian  £27.00. 

Pepper:  English  distilled  ex  black  £64.00  kg. 

Petitgrain:  £6.50  kg  spot;  £6.00,  cif. 

Pine:  (kg)  Pumillonis  £1.75;  sylvestris  £0.51. 

Rosemary:  Firm  at  £6.50  kg  spot. 

Sage:  Spanish  £8.90  kg  spot. 

Sandalwood:  Mysore  spot  and  cif  £65.00  kg. 

Sassafras:    (cif)    Chinese    £1.97    kg;  Brazilian 

£1.60. 

Spearmint:  Chinese  £7.60  kg  spot  and  cif.  Ameri- 
can £10.00  spot. 
Thyme:  Red  65/70%  £9.00  kg. 

The  prices  given  are  those  obtained  by  importers 
or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quantities  and  do  not 
include  value  added  tax.  They  represent  the  last 
quoted  or  accepted  prices  as  we  go  to  press  but 
it  should  be  noted  that  in  the  present  state  of 
the  markets  quotations  change  frequently. 


Coming  events 


Monday,  December  9 

Bedfordshire  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
The  Old  Moat  House,  Moat  Lane,  Luton.  Christmas 
party. 

Enfield  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

Medical  centre.  Chase  Farm  Hospital,  at  7.45  pm. 
Mr  P.  Robinson  on  "Alpines". 
Harrow  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
Clinical  lecture  theatre,  Northwick  Park  Hospital, 
Watford  Road,  Harrow,  at  7.40  pm.  Dr  J.  A.  Smith 
on  "Biological  clocks — what  makes  them  tick". 
Nottingham  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Postgraduate  medical  centre.  City  Hospital, 
Nottingham,  at  8  pm.  Miss  L.  Baker  on  "Drugs  and 
the  foetus".  (Joint  meeting  with  NAWP.) 
Romford  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
Macarthys  Ltd,  Chesham  House,  Chesham  Cloes, 
Romford,  at  7.45  pm.  Ladies'  night  —  wine  and 
cheese  evening. 

Tuesday,  December  10 

Industrial  Pharmacists  Group,  Pharmaceutical 

Society,  Society's  House,  17  Bloomsbury  Square, 
London  WC1 A  2NN,  at  7  pm.  Dr  A.  R.  Longworth 
(ICI,  pharmaceutical  division)  and  Dr  K.  Ridgeway 
(School  of  Pharmacy,  University  of  London)  on 
"Process  evaluation  — the  link  between  development 
and  production". 

Leeds  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Golden 

Lion  Hotel,  Leeds,  at  8  pm.  Mr  A.  Bannerman  on 

"Voluntary  social  work". 

Leicester  and  Leicestershire  Branch, 

Pharmaceutical  Society,  Postgraduate  medical 

centre.  Royal  Infirmary,  Leicester,  at  8  pm.  Meeting 

on  "Use  of  restricted  titles". 

South-east  Wales  Branch.  Pharmaceutical 

Society,  The  New  Inn,  Pontypridd,  at  8  pm. 

Mr  W.  M.  Darling  (a  member  of  Council)  on 

"Current  affairs". 

Wednesday,  December  11 

Pharmaceutical  Group,  Royal  Society  of 
Health,  17  Bloomsbury  Square,  London  WC1,  at 
7.30  pm.  Mr  A.  C.  L.  Mackie  on  "Communication 
problems  of  health  education  in  the  consumer 
society".  Joint  meeting  with  the  Health  Education 
group. 

Thursday,  December  12 

Manchester  &  Salford  Branch,  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  Boyde  House,  Manchester,  at  8  pm. 
Dr  C.  P.  Elliott-Binns  and  Mr  J.  P.  Kerr  on  "The 
place  of  the  pharmacist  in  community  health  care". 
Society  for  Analytical  Chemistry,  Analytical 
Division,  Chemical  Society,  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  17  Bloomsbury  Square,  London  WC1,  aj 
2.30  pm.  Meeting  on  "Hospital  quality  control". 

Friday,  December  13 

Bristol  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

"Treasures  of  Bristol  Art  Gallery" — wine  and  cheese 
evening  with  Mr  F.  W.  Greenacre  (curator)  as 
guide. 

Slough  Branch.  Pharmaceutical  Society.  Visit 
to  the  Magic  Circle,  Chenies  Mews,  London  at 
7.15  (Tickets  £1  65  from  Mrs  J.  Nicholson, 
Trewoom,  1  Pin  Lane,  Farnham  Common). 

Advance  Information 

Institute  of  Packaging,  one  day  conference  on 
"Packaging  and  Child  safety",  January  9,  1975,  at 
National  Federation  of  Building  Trades  Employers 
Conference  Centre,  London  W1 .  Details  from 
R.  E.  Watkins,  conference  officer.  Institute  of 
Packaging,  Fountain  House,  1A  Elm  Park,  Stanmore, 
Middlesex  HA7  4BZ 

"Secondary  plant  products  of  commerical 
importance".  Three-day  international  symposium 
organised  by  Phytochemical  Society  and  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  of  Great  Britain,  University  of 
Salford,  January  7-9,  1  975.  Details  from  Mrs  S. 
Thompson,  symposium  secretary,  department  of 
chemistry  and  applied  chemistry,  University  of 
Salford,  Salford  MS  4WT,  Lanes. 
"Interactions  between  drugs  and  foods". 
Joint  one-day  symposium  organised  by  Food 
Group,  Society  of  Chemical  Industry,  and 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain,  14  Belgrave 
Square,  London  SW1 ,  January  8,  1 975.  Fees 
(including  coffee,  lunch,  tea)  : —  Members  of  either 
Society  £3;  students  £3-50;  non-members  £4-50. 
Tickets  from  Mr  J.  A.  Chambers  (Food  Group), 
76  Parkhurst  Fields,  Churt,  Nr.  Farnham,  Surrey. 
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New  safety  packaging  Bill? 

Mrs  Jill  Knight,  MP,  will  seek  leave  in 
the  Commons  next  week  to  bring  in  a 
Private  Member's  Bill  on  safety  packaging 
for  medicines.  The  Bill  would  seek  to 
make  it  compulsory  for  all  medicines 
which  could  be  fatal  to  young  children  to 
have  child-resistant  opening  devices  fitted. 

Mrs  Knight  told  C&D  that  the  Bill 
would  be  similar  to  the  one  she  intro- 
duced in  the  last  Parliamentary  session 
(C&D,  April  13,  p425).  However,  she 
had  changed  the  wording  from  "child 
proof"  to  "child  resistant"  and  was  against 
the  cost  of  providing  such  packaging  fall- 
ing upon  the  retail  pharmacist. 

Weights  and  measures  law 

The  Commons  last  week  discussed  a 
possible  change  in  UK  controls  over  the 
contents  of  prepacked  goods  from  the 
minimum  contents  system  of  declaration 
to  one  of  average  contents. 

Mr  Alan  Williams,  Minister  of  State, 


Department  of  Prices  and  Consumer  Pro- 
tection, outlined  EEC  draft  directives  on 
liquids,  solids  and  bottles  used  as  measur- 
ing containers.  He  pointed  out  that  even 
without  the  drafts,  the  House  would  soon 
have  to  have  discussed  a  change  in  the 
control  system  because  the  United  Nations 
Codex  Alimentarius  Committee  had  over- 
whelmingly recommended  that  the  aver- 
age system  should  be  adopted  throughout 
member  countries. 

The  liquids  directive  was  based  on  the 
fact  that  the  nominal  quantities  would, 
on  average,  be  met  over  a  production 
run,  with  a  "safety  net"  of  tolerances. 
However,  the  UK  government  had  ob- 
tained an  agreement  that  checks  would 
be  acceptable  at  the  retail  level  and  point 
of  import,  and  there  would  be  a  five-year 
preparation  period  between  acceptance 
and  implementation  of  the  directive. 

The  solids  directive  did  not  prescribe 
quantities  which  would  be  put  into  a 
separate  directive. 

The  UK  could  withdraw  from  the 
market,  or  block  entry  to.  the  market,  of 
any  goods  from  EEC  countries  if  it  was 
thought  that  they  had  not  been  packed 
iti  accordance  with  the  directive.  "That  is 
a  far  more  important  sanction  than  any 
fine.  We  regard  this  as  an  important 
weapon  in  protecting  the  consumer,"  Mr 
Williams  added.  His  Department  was  to 
set  up  a  working  party  of  consumer,  in- 
dustry and  local  authority  representatives 
to  work  on  the  detailed  systems  of  statis- 


tical control  and  other  issues  which  would 
arise  as  a  result  of  acceptance  of  the 
directive.  The  weights  and  measures  in- 
spectors had  access  to  factories  for  spot 
checks  and  no-one  would  be  able  to  stop 
them  carrying  out  such  checks,  Mr 
Williams  stated. 

'First  priority'  expenditure 
on  health  centres 

Expenditure  on  health  centres  is  to  be 
given  "top  priority,"  Mrs  Barbara  Castle, 
Secretary  of  State  for  Social  Services,  said 
in  the  Commons  on  Monday  night. 

Speaking  in  an  adjournment  debate  on 
the  National  Health  Service,  Mrs  Castle 
announced  that  £20m  would  be  spent  on 
such  buildings  next  year,  compared  to 
£15m  this  year.  Her  Department  was 
developing  a  criteria  of  selection  which, 
she  hoped,  would  ensure  priority  being 
given  to  new  health  centre  building  in 
areas  of  special  health  need. 

Disposable  needles 

Dr  David  Owen,  Health  Minister,  said 
in  a  written  Commons  answer  last  week 
that  he  was  considering  making  disposable 
needles  for  diabetics  freely  available 
under  the  NHS,  "but  it  would  be  ex- 
pensive to  have  all  diabetics  using  dis- 
posable needles  and  we  have  to  have 
regard  to  overall  priorities  within  our 
limited  total  resources." 
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Hospital  appointments 


REDBRIDGE/ 
WALTHAM  FOREST  AREA 
HEALTH  AUTHORITY 
EAST  RODING 
HEALTH  DISTRICT 
KING      GEORGE  HOSPITAL, 
Eastern    Avenue,    llford,  Essex 
BARKING      HOSPITAL,  Upney 
Lane,    Barking,  Essex. 
PHARMACISTS   required   full  or 
part-lime,    for   duties    at  either 
o(    the    above    hospitals.  Both 
hospitals  are  in  pleasant  outer 
London    Residential    Areas  and 
are    both    adjacent    to  Under- 
ground    Stations,     with  direct 
access     to     Central  London. 
Salary  scale  £1 ,872-£2,340,  plus 
E126  p. a.  London  Weighting  and 
Threshold    Agreement  Payments. 
Enquiries    and    applications  to 
District    Pharmaceutical  Offloer, 
Barking    Hospital,    Upney  Lane, 
Barking,    Essex.   Telephone  No. 
01-594  3808. 


Redbrldge/Waltham  Forest  Area 
Health  Authority 
East  Rodlng  District 
KING  GEORGE  HOSPITAL, 

Eastern    Avenue,    llford,  Essex 
BARKING  HOSPITAL, 
Upney  Lane,  Barking,  Essex. 
GOODMAYES  HOSPITAL, 
Barley  Lane,  Goodmayes,  Essex. 

PHARMACY 
TECHNICIANS 

required.  Qualified,  full  or  part 
time.  Applications  and  enquiries 
to  District  Pharmaceutical  Officer, 
Barking  Hospital.  Upney  Lane, 
Barking,  Essex. 


Business 
for  sale 


Agents 


Stocktakers 


ASK  THE  Trade  Valuers  Institute  for 
list  of  Members  and  be  assured  of 
Competent  Valuers.  Prospective  Mem- 
bers apply  to  T.V.I..  180  Main  Rd.. 
Gldea  Park.  Essex.  Romford  66466. 


Enquiries  are  invited  for  the 
purchase  of  a  small  Tablet 
Making  business  licenced  under 
the  Medicines  Act,  equipped  to 
manufacture  Aspirin.  Paraceta- 
mol and  allied  products  together 
with  Saccharin  tablets.  Good 
quotas  of  material  available, 
fully  equipped  to  pack  in  bottles 
and  unit  pack  as  required  under 
recent  recommendations. 
Turnover  approx.  £200,000  per 
year  with  good  net  profits. 
Reason  for  sale  impending  re- 
tirement of  owner. 
All  enquiries  in  confidence. 
Box    No.  2289. 


LAVETRA  UK  LIMITED 

requires  a  freelance  represen- 
tative calling  on  surgical  supply 
and  drug  stores  with  an  exciting 
new  range  of  marital  aids  and 
contraceptives.  Apply  in  writing 
to  Lavetra  UK  Ltd.,  532  King- 
ston   Road.    London,  S.W.20 


ISLE  OF  ANGLESEY  —  Good  — 
Sound  business  —  in  a  popular 
and  rapidly  expanding  seaside 
resort.  No  Half-day  —  Rota  — 
or  Sundav  duty.  Details  Burnell 
Holyhead  2165 


Our  address 
for  Box  No. 
replies  is: 

Chemist  &  Druggist 
25  New  Street  Square 
London,  EC4A  3JA 
Tel:  01-353  3212 
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Business  Wanted 


AREA 
SALES  MANAGER 

SCOTLAN  D 

We  need  someone  with  a  successful  sales 
record  and  the  necessary  drive  to  motivate, 
control  and  train  a  progressive  team  of 
Territory  Representatives. 

In  addition  to  leading  your  Sales  Team  who 
are  selling  a  brand  leading  range  of  non- 
foods  to  the  Grocery  and  Chemist  trades, 
you  will  be  expected  to  handle  major 
accounts  personally. 

Candidates  should  be  aged  25-35,  male  or 
female.  An  attractive  salary  is  offered  plus 
incentives,  benefits  include  a  Company  car 
(1600L  Cortina),  free  private  mileage,  normal 
expenses,  lunch  allowance  and  three  weeks 
holiday. 

Previous  applicants  for  this  position  need 
not  re-apply. 

Please  write  giving  brief  details  to: 

G.  C.  Baldwin,  Esq., 

General  Sales  Manager, 

S  &  N  Hygiene  and  Products  Division, 

Rockville  Road, 

Birmingham  8. 


SALES  REPRESENTATIVE  FOR  OPTREX  LIMITED 

Manufacturers  of  the  well  known  Brand  leaders,  Optrex 
Eye  Lotion,  Optone  Eye  Drops,  Famel  Cough  Syrup, 
and  Famel  Children's  Linctus,  require  an  outstanding 
representative  with  an  existing  record  of  success  in 
this  field,  to  sell  to  Chemists  in  S.  Yorks,  Derbyshire, 
North  Lines,  Staffs  and  Nottingham.  Excellent  basic 
salary,  extra  incentive  payments  and  contributory 
pension  scheme.  A  Company  car  is  provided  and  all 
out  of  pocket  expenses  are  paid.  Please  send  full 
details  in  strict  confidence  of  education  and  experience 
to: 

H.  M.  Seward,  Optrex  Ltd., 
17  Wadsworth  Road,  Greenford,  Middlesex 


EXISTING  CASH  AND  CARRY  BUSINESSES 
WANTED 
by  United  Industrial  Co.  Ltd. 

Primarily  dealing  in  toiletries  in  the  Midlands 
and  North  East  England. 

Please  contact  L.  Gregory 
Leavers,  36  Bruton  Street,  London,  W1X  8AD 
Telephonec  01-629  4261 


Miscellaneous 


STARGEMS 

FASHION  JEWELLERY 

DISPLAYS 

Gentlemen  dispense  a  lighten- 
ing pick-me-up  for  your  business 
by  stocking  our  range  of  Star- 
Gems  Displays.  These  elegant 
little  salesmen  are  working  very 
successfully  all  over  the  coun- 
try reaping  In  handsome  profits, 
continuity  of  which  is  assured 
by  repeats  from  our  huge  slock, 
fantastic  selection  on  each  dis- 
play giving  a  wonderful  range 
without  stocking  large  quantities 
of  each  line.  These  little  pep 
pills  can  be  wotklng  for  you 
within  seconds  of  delivery. 
Every  line  clearly  marked  witli 
suggested  retail  selling  price. 
Phone  Leicester  26403  (STD 
Code  0533)  now  or  write  to 
R.  F.  Vernon  &  Co.,  52  Mount 
Road,  Leicester.  REMEMBER 
presentation  spells  profits. 


FASHION  JEWELLERY 

Jodez  (Manchester)  Ltd 
34  Shudehill,  Manchester  M4  1EY 
Tel:  061-832  6564 

Largest  and  most  exclusive 
range  of  direct  and  imported 
Continental  Jewellery.  Necklets, 
Pendants,  Dress  Rings,  Ear- 
rings, Brooches,  Bracelets,  Hair 
Ornaments. 

Suppliers  to  Chemists  over  20 
years. 

Sample  parcels  available. 


FASHION  JEWELLERY 
PARCELS 

Gentlemen  you  cannot  do  better 
than  deal  with  the  specialists. 
£30  minimum  seven  days  appro- 
val. Contact  R.  F  Vernon  & 
Co.,  52  Mount  Road,  Leicester, 
Phone  Leicester  26403  (STD 
Code  0533). 


LABELS  for  medicine  bottles,  also 
price  tickets  and  sale  tickets. 
Samples  from  Linet  Press,  719 
North  Circular  Road,  London.  NW2 
7AH.  Tel:  01-450  4164. 


PREMATURE  EJACULATION  can  be 
prevented  with  DEFERGEL.  6  tubes 
£2.75  (Retail  75p)  plus  VAT  Post 
Free  —  Lloyd's,  51,  Albert  Road 
Southsea,  Hants. 


EXPORT  DATA 

The  complete  guide  to  export  documentation.  Now  in 
handy-to-use  A5  (about  6in  x  8Jin)  loose-leaf  format. 

Monthly  up-dating  service  gives  best  possible  accuracy. 

Price:  on  publication  (after  1  Jan,  1975)  —  £10.00 
(with  monthly  up-dating  service) 
Pre-publication — £8.00  (including  up-dating) 
ORDER  NOW  (before  1  Jan.  75,  and  SAVE) 

The  exporters'  information  service: 
EXPORT  DATA 

Lyon  Tower,  125  High  Street,  Colliers  Wood 
London  SW19  2JN 


DELLEX-GROSVENOR  LTD.  — 

toiletries  manufacturers  are  look- 
ing for  an  Assistant  to  their 
Sales  Director.  Preferred  age  is 
around  30,  and  a  background 
of  Sales  Administration  and 
some  selling  to  the  Chemist 
Wholesale  Trade,  Multiples  etc. 
an  advantage.  He  must  fit  into 
a  small  Management  team  in  an 
expanding  Company.  Based 
mainly  at  Croydon,  a  good 
salary,  pension,  car  etc.  will 
be  offered  to  the  right  man. 
Apply  (in  absolute  confidence) 
in  writing  giving  brief  details 
of  career  to  date  to: 

Sales  Director, 
Dellex-Grosvenor  Ltd., 
71/77,  Gloucester  Road, 
Croydon,  CR9  2XN. 


An  opportunity  arises  for  a 
young  energetic  PRODUCTION 
MANAGER  with  tablet  making 
experience  and  with  necessary 
disciplines  under  the  Medicines 
Licencing  Act  in  a  well  estab- 
lished and  progressive  small 
firm. 

Present  owner  is  preparing  for 
retirement  and  this  is  a  splen- 
did opportunity  for  partnership 
followed  by  full  ownership. 
Box  No  2290. 


Please  mention  C  &  D 
when  replying 
to  advertisements 


Shopfitting 


SHOPFRONTS  and  Interior  fittings 
by  Chemist  Specialists,  WARWICK 
SHOPFITTING,  20  Rudd  Street, 
London,  SE18  6RS.  Tel:  01-854 
0343 


For  Sale 


ONE-SIZE  TIGHTS  from  £1.40  doz 
plus  VAT.  Minimum  trial  order  6  doz 
overall.  Carriage  free.  Price  list: 
Edward  Kaye  Ltd,  3  South  Place, 
London  EC2. 


Wanted 


WE  WILL  PURCHASE  for  cash  * 
complete  stock  of  a  redundant  line, 
including  finished  or  partly  finished 
goods  packaging,  raw  materials, 
etc.  No  quantity  too  large.  Our 
representative  will  call  anywhere 
Write  or  telephone  Lawrence 
Edwards  &  Co.  Ltd.,  6/7  Wellington 
Close,  Ledbury  Road.  London.  W.11 
Tel:   Park  3137-8 


GOOD  PRICES  always  paid  for  com 
plete  old  Chemists  shop  Interiors, 
Including  shelf,  drawer,  and  dispen- 
sing units,  showcases.  |ars  etc.  127, 
Pancras  Rd.,  London.  N  W  t  01-38? 
S03S. 
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HERE'S  THE  ANSWER 
TO  YOUR  RUBBISH  PROBLEM 

FIVE  STAR 
FEATURES 
SCIENTIFIC 
DESIGN 

Allows  smokeless 

destruction  of 
cardboard,  paper, 
etc. 
FULL  WIDTH 
LOADING  DOOR 
18in.  x  24in. 
BIG,  BIG 
capacity,  more 
than  7  cu.  ft. 
DOUBLE-LINED 
combustion 
chamber. 
HEAVY  GAUGE 
all-steel 
construction. 
TOTAL  WEIGHT 
2\  cwt. — and  it's 
all  steel. 

We  have  arranged  a  special  bulk  purchase  of  these 
quality  incinerators  from  a  well-known  manufacturer. 
A  limited  number  only  available  at  this  special  price!!! 

£55.50 

plus  carriage  £4.40 

Send  cheque  with  order  NOW  for  immediate  despatch. 
Important.  Cheques  will  not  be  presented  until  proof  of  despatch 
(by  National  Carriers  Ltd)   has  been  posted  to  the  customer. 
WEST  MIDLANDS  ENTERPRISES, 
P.O.  BOX  3,  WHITCHURCH,  SALOP. 


The  only 

BEVELLED  TONGUE  DEPRESSOR 

in  the  world. 

Applicators  also  available 
AYRES  BIOPSY  CERVICAL  SCRAPERS 

This  high  quality  scraper  immediately  available 
in  large  quantities.  Special  prices  for  bulk 
orders. 

ASHW00D  TIMBER  &  PLASTICS  LTD., 


Plyfa  House,  Leven  Road,  London  E14  OLW 


Tel:  01-987  6343/6461 


IMEWBALL  &  MASON  LTD. 

Established  In  1850 

THE  MOST  COMPREHENSIVE   RANGE  OF  HERBAL  EXTRACTS. 
CULINARY    HERBS.    SPICES.    FOOD    FLAVOURS    AND  FOOD 
COLOURS. 

Specially  packed  with  the  retail  Pharmacy  in  mind. 
Send  for  detailed  price  list  or  telephone  SEDGLEY  2537. 

DORMSTON  TRADING  ESTATE, 
BURTON    ROAD,    DUDLEY,    WEST   MIDLANDS,  DY1BR. 


ORALGER 


1 


pellets  |  MOUTH  ULCERS 

THE  ONLY  PELLETS  WITH  COMBINED  lo.t.c.l 
ANTIBACTERIAL  a-  ANTIFUNGAL  ACTION  EC.10| 


T^ernaid 


REGD 


the  BRAND  LEADER 


STERILE 


and  STERILE 

Gauze  Pads 


OBTAINABLE  FROM  ALL 
WHOLESALE  CHEMISTS 


Conforming  to  the  Specification  of  the 
N.H.S.  Drug  Tariff 


Vernon- Cams  Limited 

PENWORTHAM  MILLS  •  PRESTON 

LANCASHIRE 

Tel.  Preston  44493/6 


800    Chemist  &  Druggist 


7  December,  1974 


Oraldene 

the  advice  your  customers  are  happy  to  follow 


When  you  recommend  Oraldene  to 
customers  suffering  from  common  mouth 
or  throat  infections  your  advice  will  be 
happily  followed.  Oraldene  is  a  pleasant- 
tasting  preparation  that  gives  fast, 
soothing  relief  from  minor  throat 
infections,  mouth  ulcers,  denture  trauma 
and  other  common  mouth  and  throat 
complaints.  A  half-minute  rinse  or  gargle 


with  neat  Oraldene  gives  hours  of 
protection  because  the  active  principle, 
hexetidine,  has  a  marked  affinity  for  oral 
mucosa  and  dental  plaque. 

Oraldene  contains  hexetidine  0.1%  and  is  supplied  in  bottles  of 
200  ml.  Further  information  is  available  on  request  from 
William  R.  Warner  &  Co.  Ltd..  Eastleigh,  Hants. 
Tel.  Eastleigh  31  31  'Oraldene'  is  a  registered  trade  mark. 


a  chemist  only  product 


